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Word of Welcome 94,% wa, %%

On behali of the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities in the State of Palestine, | am pleased to .

introduce this pamphlet (Welcome to Palestine, Crossroads of Civilizations) published originally
in English within the framework of the project Sustainable Tourism in Palestine through the
partnership between public and private sectors, carried out in cooperation between the Ministry
of Tourism and Antiquities, JICA, JTB, Private sector, municipalities, local action groups and local
community organizations. it reflects many years of fruitiul cooperation between Palestine and
the international Community in Tourism development particularly between Palestine and Japan.
In the regional development Plan, supported by JICA and carried by a Joint Palestinian and
Japanese study team in 2005, Tourism and agriculture were identified as the main resources in
Jericho and the Jordan valley. In the years 2009-2011 the first phase of the Sustainable tourism
project was carried out in Jericho area, supported by JICA. A series of activities were accomplished,
including training workshops, promotion of tourism, tourist information center, training of local
tourist guides, signage of archeological and tourist sites, and work with the local community
proups

The second phase of the Sustainable Tourism project, 2013-2016 encompasses several
components, including a basline survey, tourism promotion of Palestine, development of
community based-tourism, strengthening the partnership between the public and private sector
and cooperation on the regional and international level. Work will focus also on new markets,
including the Japanese markel, with the aim to see more international tourists touring Palestine.
Currently several projects are being carried oul in support of tourism development in Palestine
namely: the COMPETE project funded by USAID, the EU funded project carried out jointly with
UNDP in support of the rehabilitation and development of the Nabl Musa site and other projects
and supported by laly and the Netherlands..

Palestine is a small country with rich and diverse history and culture, an abundant of historical,
archeological and religious heritage. It is the home place of three monotheistic religions and
the birthplace of Jesus Christ. Its history extends more than one million years, with thousands of
cultural and natural heritage sites. Moreover, the Palestinian folk heritage, including craft making,
of wood, mother of pearl, ceramics, oral traditions, music and customs is part of this diverse
national wealth. .
Although Palestine was recognized by the United Mations as a State in 2012, at this stage of
state building it is still under Israeli occupation evident by borders control, streets blocks and
the separation wall; tourism is regarded as one of the main economic sectors in Palestine, with
a great potential for growth, However, despite political difficulties imposed by the occupation,
Tourism in Palestine generates a significant economic impact, contributing significantly to the
GDP and employment.

Thanks to the technical and financial support of the government of Japan. | am sure this project
will establish another important cultural and tourist bridge between Palestine and Japan and will
contribute in establishing peace and prosperity in the region.

Finally | would like to end this brief introduction with an open invitation to visit Palestine and to
say the Palestinian word of welcome Ahlan wa sablan in Palestine

Rula Ma’aya
Minister of Tourism and Antiquities
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Palestine occupies a strategic location between burasia and Afnica, a
namow stretch of tertile land between the Mediterranean Sea and Hao
deser, located in the southern part of the Levant, an tr‘llry_r.]l part of Bilad
esh-Sham. Despite its small size, Palestine has extraordinary geological
teatures, namely, its coast, mountains, desert, the Jordan Valley, and the
Dead Sea, which is the lowest point on earth. One geographer described it
as the “small continent”,

Palestine was also known in historical sources as the land of Canaan, which

has been .1:1_'!‘111.1”'. linked to the name H”"."' Land. It is the home of various

religions and laiths.,

Throughout the millennia, Palestine has been
a meeting place for successive civilisations
and a cultural bridge between East and West. It
has played an imponant role in human history
since it contains thousands of archaeclogical,
histarical, and religious sites lisscultural history
dates to more than one million years ago, and it

Palaeolithic penoadidca. one million years agol,
associated with hunting and food gathering, and

represented by the caw es of Wadi Kharltﬂulr-‘

Neolithic revolution (i
ago), associated Mﬂ'l i
domestic .1I:ﬂﬂﬂfplill'llial1dill1 naterre
by Tell es- Sultan; the Bronze Ill"hd Il'i;ll'l
(the emergence of urban '-.n{letm;r,] a
with first cities, trade, metallurgy, the invention
of the alphabet, religions, and literawire, and
represented by Jerusalem, Jericho, Tell Dothan,
Tell Taannek, etc. These early periods were
followed by the Persian, Hellenistic, Roman,
Byzantine, and Arab civilisations.

Archaeological excavations and research that
were carmied oul on more than one thousand
archaeological sites during the last century have
revealed much information about the past social
and economic systems in Palestine, how people
lived, made their livings, hunted, gathered food,
cultivated land, built their homes, made 1ools,
exchanged their products, raised their children,
and managed their resources.

is the binhplace of the prehistoric cultures: the

The wealth of archaeological heritage is
IMPOrant resource fnr-';u'-‘.H|n1h|e-rlwnlupmrﬂd_
in Palestine. It contributes to preserving the
cultural identity of the Palestinian people
and the development of its economy based
on tourism. This rich cultural diversity that
15 characteristic of Palestine is viewed as a
source of wealth for the Palestinian people and
their culture. At the same time this heritage is
regarded as an integral pant of human heritage
and an important tool tor promoting dialogue
and cultural understanding between peoples
and cultures,
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“+ " General Information on Palestine
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Public transportation: Orange painted
minivans and buses are used to travel from one
city to another. Yellow-painted taxis (called
service) are used for in-lown transportation.
Car Rental: Many car rental agencies are
available in the main cities of Palestine. An
international driver's license is required, and
insurance is available from the rental agency.
Electricity: Palestine uses a 220-volt system.

Medical Care: Palestinian doctors are
generally well-trained and competent. Hotel
staff can refer 1o a doctor or hospital it needed.
Pharmacies are gpread throughout the main
cities, and medicine is inexpensive.
Tourist Information: Information on travel and
tourism in Palestine may be obtained from the
tourist information offices, or tourist agency, or
hotel receptionist.

Currency: U5 dollars, Jordanian dinars, and
the Israeli Shekels are accepted in Palestine,
Also the Egyptian pound is accepted in
Gaza. There are currency conversion offices
throughout Palestine. You can also draw cash
from local banks using major credit cards.
Tourists paying in foreign currency are exempl
from value-added tax (VAT) at their hotel. Most
hotels accept major international credit cards,
Personal checks are generally not accepted,
Time Zone: GMT+2.

Weights and Measures: Palestine follows the
metric system in weights and measures.

For more information, please visit www.
travelpalestine.ps
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Please take me to

It is near dm&_

I don’t understand ‘ Ana mu
2 Al Bireh Could you help me?. |
Ramallah Will you wait for me?! M

; Jericho

Take me to my hotel me
. \lneed a doctor Bedi doctor.

How much is that?  Ad-eesh hada?

It's too expensive  Hada Ktir Ghaly

My name is Ana esmy.

I am tired _ Ana Ta'ban

Ler'sgo W Yalla




-..‘.1

M. )
jica

Japan International Cooperation Agency Ministry of Tourism and Antiguities

PSTP Bethlehem
Project For Sustainable Toursm Development Manger 5t., Mazzal Blde
Through Public = Private Partnership In Palestine P0). Box 534

.2.274 158

Editorial Material Credit Photo Credil
Pk v, Flarmaclan Taha Ahmaa] C X lsh
S Hadlwrieeh
Archeological History of Palestine - Dv, H. Taha Echwvardl Saidd Mational Mussc Conservatony
Pal=pinian Citless = MOTA [l-Funoun Dance Troupe / Popular Ant Centre =
Haoly Land Churehis .'l'||'i.".'|||'\-||_|.!|-'.. AT A Fimilie Axkiraniil ]
World Hentage = MNoda Alrash oo A |
1 Cuiltural Festivals = Turbo De=ign \1“”.,1:"“ al Inadilule
Wikclhife | Flora & Fanag = linad Adrash M ,|:_ Lipewell
i h'h.|'.|l.dll'. Ll Abu Dawvwvioh, Saatia Majjar MOTTA '11}__“ H Photo Archive
Palestinnan Cudsine « Chel Ahmoad Ashavios OMTRT .-.||'|1||_.II
Palesiimnan Handicratts = Shirabwes Yamada, 8MOTA Palestine Imape Bank i -
Experiential Tournisam in Palisstine = Baed Saadeh Paloatiog: Wik e Soe oty (PWILSY Dot sl
Palestinian Traditional Interor = Fida Touma Pl
"-.'..1|| Lkl Caaa] ‘~|||-|-||I!|-|._I | LT ] i RIWAC) Pholo Archive

B TR Al BN
Ssarrieyet Boamaliah
sk | leaid

S 1 B l,.._..' 'li

Ssiimdtsila [ Shisee Salwsslla

Wissl Hie o




	Japanese-rendition-of-Palestine1
	Japanese-rendition-of-Palestine2
	Japanese-rendition-of-Palestine3
	Japanese-rendition-of-Palestine4
	Japanese-rendition-of-Palestine5
	Japanese-rendition-of-Palestine6

