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American Muslim leader urges faithful to spread Islam’s message |

. were organized by the school to

By Lisa Gardiner
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- FREMONT -~ The chairman
‘of a national Islarnic watchdog
group urged Muslims on
Thursday not to separate_or as-
similate American soclety,

ut instead to. deliver Islam'’s
me 2 R
mar M., Alimad, chalrman
of the board of the Council on
American-lslamic relations,
spoke before a packed crowd at
the Flamingo Palace banquet
hall on Peralta Boulevard,

urging Muslims not to shir
their duty of s e le
¢ who are “on the

wrong Side.”

~ Musl ns, schools
and economic power should be
strengfhéned |n. America, . he

. Those who stay in America
should be “open  to soclety

without melting - unj:n_n}.
tcplng mosques open .so
anyene . éan . come and learn
about Islam, he sald.

P choosetollvehere[ln

you have a respon-
s_;_b_u_ll__ deuv’eTﬂT_TmEg of

Islam,” he said.

equal to any cother fatth,

mﬂﬁmmw-he satd.
oran, the Muslim book of

scripture, should be the highest
authorl in a, and Islam

accepted @on on
E;_mih, hesaid.

Ahmad was one of three who
spoke as part of an Islamic
Study School session entitled,
"How Should We As Muslims
Live in America?" Also spe
were Sidi Hatem Baztan, the di-
recior of Al-Qalam, an Islamic,
institute affillated with the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley,
and Sheikh Hamza Yusuf, di-
rector of the Zaytuna Institufe,
'which is afftllated with the Is-

lamic Studies School.
‘Ahmad spoke against people

{rying to Tmpose yalues — suck
as environmentalism or vegetar-

janism — onto Islam, and only
taking ideas from the faith that
conform to personal opinions,
“One of the challenges is un;
derstanding ,the totality of
‘Islam. Don't come up with an

opinion and find out the things-

that support it in Islam,” he
sald

R o
know is e Rorafl, we don't

Islam isn't in America to be

ut to

need to look somewhere else.”
Recently, the Council on
American-Istamic relations chal-
lenged running-shoe maker
Nike when it printed the name

of Allah in Arabic on a running’

shoe. Nike withdrew the shoes
from stores, and agreed to bulld
some basketball courfs for the
Fusfim community, sald Fe-
Taldoon Mojadidl, director of

the Islamie Studies School.

There are about 150,00'0-

uslims Area, Moja-
didi said,

The Islamic.Study School in
Hayward is a non-profit, non-
political school that courses
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on Islam.
Thursday's

. conference,
dinner and Koran readings,

help reconnect American Mus-

|
1

|

lims with thelr heritage.




