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A Reply From Roula Aboud to Daniel Pipes

Areeent book authored by
Dr. Damel Pipes appeared
i the market i 1990 enti-
tled Greater Sviia, In the
hook, D Pipes generally
retterated the same tallacies
dbott the SSNT (as he did
i has article published
the Internatonal fournal of Middle

0L

lLastern Studies m 1988),[ 1] and par-

teularly the fallacy of contusion
regarding the concepts ol ~Greater
Sapa’oand CNatural Syvrac”[2] Tam
astonished that a researcher of Dr
IP1pes’ calibre has done ne genuine
researeh about a panty such as the
SENPwhoseexistence s there in Leba-
ain and - Damascus available to any
one interested i real knowledpe,

Dr Pipes” method, which
should have assumed socio-political
characteristics, mvolves merely some
sccondary and false papers which he
labels “documents” Itisridiculous and
untar i myview, to address the SSNP,
vor any party for that matter) - that
wav instead of o field studv and refer-
enee Lo the basic sources. namely, the
complete works ol Antun Sa’adeh who
extablished the SSNP and wasits leader
and philosopher. Tt s high tme for
Pipes and others o know  the real
Lacts about the SSNP

THEPHILOSOPHY OFTHESSNP

A.Sa’adeh’s Conception

of the Nation v
Sa adeh’s philosophy of Social Na-

By Rcula Aboud

"Mational Syria is an indisputable social,
economic, psychological, historical and
cultural fact sanctified in many scholarly  diforent cthnic com-
works of which M Pipes himself is quite
aware."

tionahism s unthinkable unless an ac-
count of his conception of the "nation”
is firstly outhined. The first formulation
of the concept of nation is outlined in
Sa’adeh’s book, the Rise of Mations
(nushu’ al-Umam), which he wrote 1n
1936. During this period, Lebanon was
under the French Mandate. In the sev-
enthchapter Sa’adeh defines the nation
as the most perfect community {3] In

distinction from the community of

illage or citv, the nation 1s the com-
munity of a whole territory. Sa'adeh’s
approach to nationalism is neither po-
hitical nor ecanomie, but fundamentally
sociological. To him, the nation 1s not
the state but the civil commumty of a
country.

In the 1930s, Sa’adeh, in a lec-
ture about “National FEducation”™ in
Damascus, emphasises the idea that
the nation 15 the principle of the race
and not the race the principle of the
nation,[4] meaning that it 1s scientfi-
cally wrong to define the nation in
terms of one race. Everv nation,
Sa’adeh wrole, is a mixture of many
races or ethnic groups. He asserted
that the nation is a community of a

whole territory (land) regardless of

race, origin and religion. A nation,
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thercfore, mav consist
of many different reli-
gious  groups and

munitics with many
different languages or
anlagonistic classes
The USA s a stark ex-
ample of such a natien,

B. The Basic Pr'nciples
of the SSNP

The basic principles of the SSNP are
meant to be the mimmuin factual and
moral ideas that every Syrian should
equip himvhersell with so that a new
civiceommunity could emerge answer-
ingtothe fundamental problems within
the Syrian socicty. Sa’adeh’s analysis
ot ‘viia, fed hin to the corclusion that
the venue of all social discases 1s the
individual 1n the sense that the Syrian
individual (whether tn Lebanon, Pal-
estine, Jordan or the other entities of
geographical Syria) is cither sectarian,
racist, tribal or pohtically lovalist.

[n Svria, there exists many an-
tagonistic trends  which  have
endangered its very existence. The
possibility of the eruption of religious,
racial internal violence 1s always
present. These conllicting religious
and racial interests are always exploit-
able by foreign powers, to the
disadvantage of the Svrian people as
a whole.

This 15 why Sa’adeh (a Syrian
from Lebanon) declared that the start-
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g pomt of a fundamentally genuine
solution 1s not political but societal.[3]
It is to nvite the members of the’com-
munity to the understanding of their
socictal problems and the working out
of a basically domestic solution m
terms of an awarcness of some funda-

north-east, the Mediterranean Sea in
the west and the Arabian Desert in the

south. Also called the Syrian fertile

crescent with the Island of Cyprus
being its star.
6. The Syrian nation 1s one community

7. The Synan Social National Move-

mentallv common facts and moral prin-
ciples. The followmg are Sa’adeh’s
proposed baste principles:

1. Svria is the property of all Svrians
who constitute one complete nation.
2. The Syrian cause 1s an independent
national cause

3. The Syrian cause comprises the
Svran puople . the Synan land and
thewr relatedness.

4. 1h=, Syrian nation 1s the unity of the

-Svrian people which 1s the outcome of

socictal intermixture during a long his-
tory

5. The Svrian homeland 13 the geo-
graphic environment m which the
Svrian nation has evolved. It extends
from the Taurus Range in the north-
west, the Zagros Range in the

ment of revival derives its spirit from

the Syrian talents and the virtues of its

cultural political national history

&. The interest of the Syrian commu-

nity is prior to any other interest.
The essence of these princi-

ples is their underlving meaning of

mternal soctetal peace and extemal
national sceurity with regard to for-
CIgn poOwers.

The democratic direction of the
SSNP is evident in the Basic Principle,
as thev all refer to the people (commu-
nity, society, or nation). Employing
the concept of “commonwealth™ we
can say that the Basic Principles -
volve a morally social commonwealth
This is a necessary requirement to a
building of a healthy political com-
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monwealth in the future, as soon as t!:
Basic Principles are approved by t:
majority of the Svrians,

C.Sa’adeh’s Conception
of the State

Besides the Basic Prineiples whi
depiet Sa‘adeh's conception of cive
society, there are reform principles
which Sa’adeh formulated his coney;
tion of political society, that s
state. The following are the five reform
principles:

|. Separation of the state from religion
[the secular state]

2. The ]‘mlnhumn of the clerg 1"'| i
interfering n pationally political am
judicial matters [the expert ,\Ial._|

3. The removal of all sectarian barics
[the cgaluanan state]

4. The removal of feudalism, and the
organisation of the national ec non:

on the basts of production, justice [i»
labor, and the mamntenance of the -
terest of the naton and the national

state, the productive state

5. The establishment of a strong ara

il

effective 1n d;:-‘l:ndm: the nation «

the national territory. namelv the scli

defensive state

To measure the p'{w:
ness of Sa’adeh’s intellectuality, let us
just mention a few illustr:jons abor

CuRIVe

the *stale’ as conceived n the Midld
East:

The Lebanese Republic i

based on scctapianisin as the Prest-
dent must alwavs be a Christian
Maronite, the Prime Minister a Mos-
lem Sunnite, and the Chairman of
Parliament a Moslem Shiite

Isracl allows Jews and onl:
Jews into the presidency, Minisir
and the different departments of staic

The 11
Jordan has the King at the head o
state and government

In Svria and Iraq, Islam 15 b
religion of that state,

Sa’adeh concetves of the stan
in temms of modem notons such
secularism, specialisation, equahty
productiveness and security. notimng:
that this state cannol exist exeept or:

whimite Kimgdom o

the basis that the gencral trends of
public mentality have seen changed
customs and ways of thinking con-
sistent with the substance ol the Basic
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Principles
DEFININGTERMS

A. Soci:l versus Socialism

I the tiest part of bis artiele, entitled
Nechiead Polities and the Svrian No-
cral Nenonahse Parte: Daniel Pipes
caulions us agamst misnanung the
SSNI - Natwnal Socialist™ (Nazn) but
rather “Social Nationalist™ [6] In an
carlicr sentence, however, he mamn-
Ly that “Saadeh refleeted the faserst
thinkme ol the 1930727 7| Mr Pipes
Lads to clarty the grave difference the
entxts heres THow 1s it possible tor a
party called Secial Nationalist to maimn-
tn e Nationahst Secrabist philosophy
with its philosopher reflecting the fas-
cist thinkmyg ol the 193057

The SSNP has a philosophy
Jefimttevely called social nationalism
[t very name implics that 1t 1s nerther
poliieal nationalisim (faseism). nor ra-
cral natonalism, nor religious
nationalisim, nor national socialism,

Whereas soctal nationalism
cmphasises the concept ol society,
politcal natonalism doamatises the
coneept ol the state, racud nattonalism
asserts the coneept of the race. and
religous nationahisim advocates the

concepl ol the sect (sectartanism).
B. Social versus Political

[n 194, Sa adeh established a cultural
torim whose ima aim was o discuss
the phitosophy and objectives of the
SSNP One essential question raised
then was “What s the SSNP™?
S adeh s veply was Lhat the SSNP 15
not a poliieal party i the ordinary and
acadenue senses 3] [Lis a social party
and 115 natonahsm s Social National-
IS

The SSNP 15 not concemed
with sheer politics because the real
probleman Svera hesnot in the state (or
g states) but in the civil society. As
long as the el society s divided
along religious and racial lines. fair
democeratie  representation in the
sphere of politics 15 not possible. As
long as the natonal community 15 di-
visible, the state s divisible and
vulnerable to both domestic and exter-
nal dangers

Furthermore, Sa’adeh had de-
scribed the SSNP as an open party and
not a closure.[9] Closed pohitical par-

ties

such + as
Marnist, Nazist and %g
Sectarian parties are such
im that thev are partisan n repre-
sentation. In stark contrast, the SSNP

15 open to all eitizens 1n Syna regard-

less of religton, race, sex, class, and
lerriiory.

Within the membership ot the
SSNP one can observe and feel the
spirit of communaiity and sociability
bringing together into one community
members rom ditferent races. religrons
and ethnie groups. In this framework,
polities is pushed into the background,
as 4 service in the interest of the peo-
ple, and the civil society is the essence
it the SSNP's democratie direction,

THEFASCIST/NAZISTLABEL

A. The First Accusation:
Zoubaaversus Swastika

Because of the "similanty™ i shape
between the German Swastika and the
emblem of the SSNP, the Zoubaa (Cy-
clone), some writers have claimed that
the SSNP is Nazist, Actually, this ac-
cusation is not new: the first accusation
dates back to the early establishing
vears of the SSNP. Let us take a de-
tailed look at the true meaning of
Al-Zoubaa.

Through a symbol. Sa adeh

had wanted to present his people a-

new emblem they could relate to spir-
ttuallv. Consequently, he appointed
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architect and artist Bahi) Khoury to
design a svinbol which would embody
(1) the spiritual knowledge of Syria

and (2).
the social spir-
ttual unity ol the

nution. Architect Khourv
then presented Sa”adeh with two

designs, one made up of three sides,
the other of tour. The second design
was chosen.

The best approach to the un-
derstanding of the basie idea behind
Al-Zoubaa and what it really stands
for 15 to try the following intellee-
tual experiment

Think of a terri-
tory X and think of
rnutti-cultural eth-

nie groups
settled i tlus
territory X
Further-
more,
think

of the different citizens being tolerant
towards each other, so that the daily
process of interaction could continue
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without any obstacles. The general
principle of Al-Zoubaa reflects the
process of interaction which in terri-
tory X leads to the rise of a single
common society.

The structure of Al-Zoubaa
consists of an artistic amalgamation of
the Crescent, the svmbol of the Syrian
Mohammadans, and the Cross, the
svmbol of Christianity. This amalga-
mation represents the spiritual and
social unily of the Syrian people
through the intermixture and intenmar-
riage of its two main religious groups
giving rise to 2 tolerant soctety. The
Swastika, on the other hand, 1s an
archaic symbol of the Aryan race and
its superiority over other human races.

Red in colour, Al-Zoubaa 1s
located in the middie of the flag inside
a white circle surrounded by a black
triangle: red symbolising the dawn of
national unity emeraing with a (white)
day whose brightness destroys the
{dark black) night of social discrimina-
tion and domestic intolerance. Nextio
the four sides of Al-Zoubaa, we usu-
ally find these four words: Freedom,
Duty, Discinline, Power. In short, Ai-
Zoubaa works and asserts its
constructivencss, not by social servi-
wide, but by social tolerance.

B. The Secend Accusation:
Sa’adeh’sicadership quali-
ties

in an interview in 1941, Sa'adeh was
quizzed aboul his position as sole au-
thority of the SSNP. He replied that
during the establishing vears of the
party, Syria was under a forcign man-
date. and the divisions and social
diseases that swrounded him were
very powerful and effective. Taking
on sole authority was the only practi-
cal way to safcguard the SSNP from
these fundamental problems.
Sa’adeh’s method was demo-
cratic rather than fasci=. Each member
in the SSNP had the riz:ht to debate the

“ideology and principles of the party

prior to joining and once in the party
accepted Sa’adeh’s undisputed lead-
ership not lor its charisina but because
it was essential under the circum-
stances.

Moreover, if the SSNP was in

fact a fascist party than other fascist
leaders should have taken Sa’adeh’s
place after his death. In other words,
sole authority would have been main-
tained at least in principle. But that did
not happened and instead power was
distributed between three governing
bodies: the Supreme Council, the Prest-
dency, and the High Court.

C.The Third Accusation:
The SSNP as Anti-Semitic

Before 1948, that is before the estab-
lishment of the stale of Israel in
Palestine, Sa adeh pre-empted the
occurrence. He watched while illegal
Jewish immigrants arrived from Eu-
rope in fulfilment of the inai. ;picious
Balfour Declaration. In response, he
declared: “The greatest enemy thal
fights us in our homeland is the Jews.”
What is worth noting here is that
Sa'adeh did not sav that the greatest
enemy that we must fight is the jews.
The war was declared from the Jews
side and his response was a responsi-
ble one by international and national
standards.

Sa’adeh’s primary concern was
the national sceurity of Palestine as
part of Syria. If" the invasion of Pales-
tine had been performed by a group of
people called X, then he would have
stood up in defence of the land against
group X. In the case of Palestine, Zion-
13m was the mtruder.

Unlike Hitler, Sa’adeh slowed
no racial prejudice toward the Jews.
The SSNP, as stated earlier, 1s not
racist nor anti-Semitic. Palestine s
part of National Syria and it is now
under occupation by the Jews. After
Palestine is freed, there will remain no
oppesition to Jews.

D.The Fourth Accusation:
The Salute

Unlike the Nazi salute where the arm s
drawn straight forward to the front of
the face, the SSNP salute mvolves the
raising of the ann to form two adjacent
right anz'zs, so that a 90 degrees angle
is formed between the top part of the
arm and the side of the body and
another 90 degrees angle between the
top part of the arm and the elbow. The
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SSNP salute, to be clear, resembles th
instrument used in building to men-
ure the straightness of the buildin. o
make sure of its ability to hold up.

Symbolically speaking, (e
SSNP salute depicts an open pali:
representing societal peace, while tiw
armm represents the struggle for the
creation of a strong, dedicated, soli
nation. J

E. The Fifth Accusation: Ax
Agent of Nazism/Fascisin

Pipes and others like to discredit 1
party by labelling it as a fascist orgar: -
sation and by accusing it of being i
agent of the Nazi and Fascist govern-
ments of Germany and ltaly. This s
completelv unfounded. As one schaiur

has discovered: “..there was appur-
ently no tangible evidence o prove s
[ie., SSNP] subservience to Germiay
and Italy. 10 That same scholar went
on to sav that “Were the party ro:y
an azent of the German and ltal
government, its persccution by the
Vichy regime with the approval of the
Axis powers would have been qguiiz
unlikely,”[11]

il

GREATERSYRIAversus
NATURALSYRIA

Daniel Pipes writes in his article: “The
third key characteristic of the S5NP 15
Pan-Syrian Natiopalism, the goal of
building a greater Syrian State.” [
adds: “Greater Syna s for the Svrians
and the Syrians arc a compicle na-
tion.”

I{ec: thathere aswell Mr Pipes
has commiticd three grave errors:{12]
. Sa’adeli’s did not use the torm
“Greater Syria” in his writings and
explanatory notes. The lirst Basic Prin-
ciple simply savs: Syria [and not Greatey
Syria] is the property of ail Svrians
who constiiuic one complete nation.
2. Mr. Pip s failed to distinguish be-
tween Greaster Syria as a political plan
initiated by King Abdullah of Jordan
and Sa’adeh’s geographical Syraas d
fundamental socto-national realily re-
flecting the unity of the Syrian people
and land.

3. Greater Syria, whether associated
with Antun Sa’adch or King Abdullah,
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s deprcted by Mre Prpes as animpertal
wlea sunbohsmg the aggrandisement
ol preseat-day - Sy This s aotal
aind nntir representation of the Svr-
Nulional

mndisputable socal, ceonomic. psi-

an ndes SVrid s oan

chologreal Instoneal and cultural fact

sanentted monny scholarly works ol

B anaiZas .

v never clumed
that Svria is part ol the “Arab naton”
but rather ot the Arab World.

Pipes also mentions an SSNP
leatlet which contained the tollowing
two slogans: “Svrian nationalism
agamst Arab natonalism™ and “The
SSNP supports the Fertile Creseent, @

ton’? I tact, Sa‘ade

seuitd e

Thar o Al
& TR

whnch M Pipes bimsel s quite aware
SA'ADEHAND ARABISM

M Pipes antarpretation of Sacadeh s
Vrabistviewsisequally delicient, Fiest,
he nusguotes Sa'adeh when he states
that the Svian naton (umma) as part
ofan Arab nation (umina) doesn 't con-
ravene ity bemg a complete nation
with right to absolute sovereigniy.”
Now i Saadeh did actually sav this,
then any lowieal person conld sce the
absurdiy o this propositon. Tow
can one nation be part ol another na-

historte and geographie reality, as the
only valid torm of unton in the Middle
East without rejecting the possibihiy
ol an Arab Front.”

Pipes regards these two slo-
gans as contradictory o cach other
when. n fact. there 1s no contradicuion,
ILts correct that the SSNP rejects the
idea of Arab natonaiism (forming one
nation ol all Arabic-speaking coun-
tries): and 1t is also correct that the
SSNP supports the idea of the Fertile
Creseent [ Natural Svria) and the for-
mation ol an Arab Front, These two

ideas are not wdentical. The coneept of
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“Arab Nation” diflers from the concept
of "Arab Front”. One may reject the
carlicr and aceept the latter quite cas-
iy [ 12]

The SSNP regards the idea of
Arab natonalism as a form of lictitious
Arabism because Natural Svria does

not consist solely of “Agabs’™ There

extsts other ethnie groups like the
Kurds, Assvrans and Armenims To
label them “Arabs’ s a densal ol thew
hasic human and cthme nghts This
Kind of Arabisim cannot be suceess-
fully applicd to Natural Syriawhile the
wea o an Arab Front consisting of all
the Arainccountrnesisaviableone [ 13

CONCLUSION

In discussing the SSNP. Pipes has
fatled to distinguish between the ade-
ology of the purty and 1ts pohneal
histony and tactics. Clearly he has m-
terpreted SSNP soverlapping political
lines as mdieating anmdeologieal rans-
formation and a shitt from s central
am, Thas s sumplyv imaceurate: Parties
and groups all over the world, depend-
g on the circumestances, change iher
pohicies and tactics bul their strateey
and amms need oot change. Despiie
Pipes” detailed research on “Gireater
sSvria’, be makes come radical un-
tounded accusations about the SSNP
as, lor example, his claim that “the
party had a premiment part inthe events
that led up to the Lebanese Civil War
breaking vut m 19737 Maybe Mr
Pipes would care enouss to tell us
How?, What role? and When?
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