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(Following is the text of remarks
by President Nathan M. Pusey pre-
pared for delivery at the annal meet-
ing of the dssociated Harzard Alumni
in the Tercentenary Theater, Har-
card Yard, yesterday).

Most of us here have sung the
first’stanza of “Fair Harvard”—sung
it or heard it sung many times, Yet,
! must admit though Harvard has
made part of my life for nearly
forly-seven years, I have never, un-
til recent weeks, felt so deeply as I
do now the significance of that verse
which speaks of “surrendering” our
Alma Mater “from the age that is
past to the age that is waiting be-
fore.”

The age that is just past was an
exciling one. For a quarter of a cen~
tury the general public believed in
universities ~— indeed, admired and
looked to them, and was generous in
its support of them. Students throng-
ed the campuses in unprecedented
numbers, and were at least reason-
ably helped — and reasonably satis-
fied — by what they found there.
More often than not, they liked what
they found in academe, At the same
time the teaching profession revived
from the depression years and the
wartime low, Discovery was in the
air, Xnowledge advanced. The influ-
ence of American universities spread
to the far corners of the earth, That
belter and happier world for which
men have been yearning since the
beginning of time — an ordered and
healthy world — seemed possible of
carly achievement through the in-
strumentality of advancing learning,
and the general afMiuence which was
sure lo follow in its wake.

Al the outset of the age just
ended we were motivated by consid-
erations which then seemed to us
newly important, and we ordered
our priorilies in their light, The ex-
periences of the Second World War
had made us vividly aware of the
world as a whole. We were deter-
mined lo know more about peoples
and cultures which up to then had
been disgracefully neglected.

For this reason, language institutes
and area-study ceniers blossomed as
never before. There was fresh ap-
preciation—born in our understand-
ing of the war — of the importance
of free institutions and, along with
it, a compelling hunger for world or-
der, We believed that greater knowl-
edge of the diverse peoples of the
world and more contact with them
(the increased ease of travel was to
help this along) could and would
lead to stable regional and world
political organizations. Or so we
hopefully and wishfully thought. In
any event international studies of
all kinds burgeoned in this and oth-
er unjversilies and effecled great
changes in their curricula,

We believed, too, that the process
of social and economic development
could be analyzed and understood,
and when understood, that it could
quickly be fostered everywhere. We
assumed that the strands of various
lacal and national political, economic

and legal systems could be — indeed
inevital_:ly would ‘bel — woven to-
gether, ‘with better understanding, to
achieve and guarantee peace and
plenty everywhere, Perhaps also ev-
en happiness. At any rate, backward-
ness, ignorance, hostility, poverty
and disease — these things could and
would be eliminated, or at least
mightily reduced. The task was sim-
ply to gain the knowledge and train
the people to put the knowledge to
work. Science and technology were
the given tools and in face of this
expectation — and promise — na-
tions and peoples everywhere came
to honor and laok to universities as
never before. Old ones flourished
and new ones sprang to life around
the globe,

Such was the hope dirvected to-
ward universities from the outside.
Inside, of course, understanding of
the potential of universities went
deeper. Within reach were the fun-
damental properties of matter, an

infinitely richer understanding of -

the whole universe — even the ori-
gin of life itself. The mysteries of
the psyche could now be explored
and the development and behavior
of men understood. New tools and
methods held promise of revealing
new facts about the depths of the
oceans, and the nearer and the more
distant space, It was a great time for
all university people to be alive,
and especially so here, for Harvard
was in the forefront of all this -
drawing into ihe effort older and
younger scholars from all over the
world. Once a New England college,
Harvard had finally been transform-
ed into a national universily in Mr.
Conant’s time. In the postwar years
it grew steadily in international iri-
fluence and esteem. -

Nor were our thoughis during all
these years focused exclusively on
material interests, There was lively
concern about questions of quality
in life, We continued to divect atten-
tion — indeed sought especially 1o
direct attention — 1o art, letters and
music, not as refuges from society or
the workaday world, not as escape
from reality, but as sources of re-
freshment(, and of deeper under-
standing of the objective world in
human terms, of enhanced experi-
ence; and beyond this, for access to
the realm of the spirit with its more
profound joys.

So we dreamed
worked,

and so we

The effort has not come out ex-
actly as we had hoped, At least not
yet. But now a change has occurred,

and as so frequently happens with .

the weather, the change was accom-
panied by storms.

Universities are no longer uni-
versally admired. Indeed some peo-
ple have even come to look upon
them less as saviors than as the
source of evils from which society
must be saved. The general public
evidenices less esteem for university
faculties, Even the professors them-
selves have come to have doubts
about what they are doing, or per-
haps rather, about their chances of
gaining wider public appreciation

and support of the significance of
the work they care about so deeply,

A growing number of students
are less readily impressed by what
professors have to offer and less
ready to devote sustained attention
to their teaching. These sharply cri-
tical students are also less convinced
of the integrity and validity of soci-
ety's institutions, including its col-
leges and universities; and they are
less ready to- work in and for them,
on established terms, than were the
young who for the most part were
happy to be attending and serving
these same institutions just a few
years ago, The aims and methods of
universities have come into question
— fundamentally, Again they stand
in need of articulation and of redefi-

" nition. There can be no doubt that

we are entering a new, very differ-
ent, and, it appears, a very troubled
period in higher education.

The goals which meant so much
to us a generation ago have lost much
of their appeal. The public’s gaze is
now shifting back from the big
world to the domestic scene. Preju-
dice, poverty, urban blight, injustices
at home, disturbances and thefts in
our own neighborhoods, increasing
delinquency —— things of this kind
force their way o the forefront of
attention, They of course deserve at-
tention, But now there is much less
certainty that answers will be found
in knowledge, At least not quickly,

. There is also less confidence that uni-

versilies can, or will want to produce
the requisite knowledge. And there
is even less confidence that, if they
knew how and wanted to produce
the knowledge, they could also pro-
duce the people with the stamina
and character to put it to work to

" accomplish the constructive ends.

Once again, it appears, we have
returned to a beginning. Mr, Congnt,
whom we welcome here today, found
himself contending with inherited fi-
nancial depression, then with the
overwhelming dislocations of war-
time and its aftermath. Now, after a
period of readjustment and phenom-
enal growth, there comes for anoth-
cr president an era of radically al-
lered conditions, sharp change, and
formidable obstacles — not just fi-
nancial, but curricular, methodologi-
cal and philosophical as well.

This is a time, therefore, which is
less likely 1o be affected by a mere
shift of presidents than by the ex-
ternal conditions of our national life,
and by a natural process of rebirth
and renewal.

A distinguished gcholar who came
to live and work here at a relatively
advanced age nearly a half century
ago had much 1o say in his philos-
ophy of process about ages that were
past and ages that were “waiting
before.” Professor Whitehead’s in-
tent was io substitule a philosophy
of organism for what he said had
been a philosophy of mass, A funda-
mental point of distinction was that
for centuries — at least since New-
ton — thought had been shaped by
the conviction that the basic realiiies
in our universe were particles of
matter — senseless, indestructible,
valueless, purposeless revolving in

Graduate has sense of self

By Judith Brody
Globe Staff

“l have a feeling of being
somerehat al peace with my-
self. I feel fairly contented.
Things have gone well for
me, I can't complain about
them, I'me looking forward
with anoderate enthusiasm.
to the: next couple of
years. . .

Those are the words of
Frank Raines, 22, a Rhodes
scholar who was graduated
from Harvard Universily
yesterday. In one way, they
are surprising words, be-
cause last year, not many
senjors would have said
them. Last wyear, most
spoke of despair and hope-

lessness, not peace and
conientment.

“You won't find as many
despairing  seniors  this

Year,” Raines says. ‘People
know themselves - better,
they have become a lot
more mature, They are
better able to ° define
where they started in the
scheme of things.”

Raines has a good sense
of who he is and where he
stands in the scheme of
things, Part” of that sell-
knowledge he aitributes to
his socio-economic . back-
ground: “When you're poor
or fram a working class
family, you’re not so con-
cerned with being alien-
ated,” " he says. “When
you're ialking about going
up the ladder, you know
" where the next rung is."

Part of the knowledge
also comes from the fact
that he is black: “I think
I'm pretty hard to disillu-
sion, I think most black
people are hard to disillu-
sion,” he says. You don't
have the feeling that you

A

have {o escape or that
things ecouldn’t be any
worse. You can find worse
than Harvard by going to
Roxbury.”

And a good share of his
self-knowledge has come
from his four years at Har-
vard, which he says broad-
ened him, gave him insight

into different kinds of peo- -

ple and exposed him to dif-
ferent kinds of lifestyles:
“IV’s difficult not to be af-
fected by the upper-
middle-~class things you do
here,” he admils. But the
question is not how to

avoid them, but how to

take advantage of the dif-
ferent life styles and mold
them into your own, Thatl's
what I've tried to do., But
you have to go home a lot
to maintain your ties and
get back to your people.”

- Raines, one of six chil~
dren and the first of his
family to go to college,
came to Harvard from a
public high school in Seat-
tle, where he was student
body president and the
state’s debating champion,
He immediately entered
Harvard life, “Some Har-
vard freshmen are activi-
ties types . . . that's pretty
much what I did here for
awhile,” he says dryly.

He was elected to the
Student-Faculty Advisory
Coungil, a committee set up
after students demon-
strated over the presence
of a Dow Chemical recruit-
er on campus in 1967, That
group plunged Raines rap-
idly and directly into Har-
vard politics, He learned
how the faculty and ad-
ministration operated, and
debated with them on
such philosophical issues
as, “If Hitler came to the

\

FRANK RAINES
. Inore mature

campus, would you allow
him to recruit for the Nazi
army?” All the while, his
political views were being
tested, broadened, -clari-
fied. :

In April 1969, after the
student takeover of Uni-
versity Hall, Raines and a
number of others drew up
a slatement urging the unij-
versity not to call in the
police, but also suggesting
some basic safely measures
if the police had to be
called. The administration,
Raines says, did not heed
the warnings and as a re-
sult, a number of bystand-
ers were hurt in the police
bust.

“I was bitter about some
of the things members of
the administration-did,” he
recalls. “They openly lied
about the police bust, They
said it wasn’t coming.”

He organized the Memo-
rial Church group, a group
of moderate students who
called ‘a strike after the
bust, Raines’s interest was
not in shutting down the

1,
\‘

university but in re-
structuring the Harvard
Corporation to make it less
“hierarchical” and more re-
presentative of student
and faculty interesis. He
also argued for a strong
student organization which
had the power o tax.

“Students want to parti-
cipate in the decisions
which affect them,” he says
“They also want their in-
stitution to respect certain
social values to be
against the war and against
racism. The argument that
Harvard shouldn’t be in-
volved in political issues is
a cop-out. By not voting
against General Motors, for
example, they vote for
them . .. It's difficult to
be neutral when you hold
vast amounts of stock and
land, To claim neutrality is
to mean that you don't
want anyone involved in
making decisions.”

But Raines found him-
self in a cross-fire between
the administration and
radical members of the
Progressive Labor Party,
who called his proposed re-
forms “liberal” and said
Harvard couldn't be
changed unless capitalist
society were changed.

Il will was directed at
him from both sides, he
says.

Worried that every ac-
tivity he was involved in
would be “tainted,” he
withdrew from campus
politics and spent time in
other kinds of activities. He
was a summer intern for
Presidential adviser Daniel
Patrick  Moynihan  and
served as a special assistant
to the chairman of the
-White House Conference
on Children and Youth,
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PRESIDENTS THREE — Derek Bok (left), Harvard’s
president-elect, stands before Massachusetts Hall with

routine ways, reacting only when
they were acled upon, He pointed
out (this was very exciting at the

time) that physics did not know any *

such particles, that physical things,
large and small, were in fact only
modifications in space-time, and that
therefore any actual thing was only
to be understood in terms of its be~
coming and perishing, that is as an
event. And he took special pains to
siress the potential for creativity la~
ient in such events, The old world is
always dying, he said, and a new one
being born. Nature gives us temporal
unities which have pasts, presents
and futures. But what we experience
is a continuous present; and because
of its capacity for creativity and the
polential that lies within it, this
present, at any given moment, is al-
ways holy ground.

So is it here. One Harvard is
passing into history and another be-
ing born. One is dying while another,
burgeoning with new life, is eagerly
waiting before. We salute it and wel-
come it.

Because so many currently ques-
tion the wvalue of universities, and
their ability, in the face of challenge,
criticism and inereased financial
stringency, to continue to serve in
their ancient and honorable tradi-
tion, it would be easy to feel gloomy
about their prospects. But this new
present also contains within it great
promise, .

If the long list of new goals be-
ing set for society are to be realized
in significant degree, it will only be
because we shall have gained in-
creased knowledge of the difficulties
standing in the way; because we
shall have found in knowledge prom-
ising means of attacking the prob-
lems; because we shall have discov-
ered, prepared, and inspired indi-
viduals to take up the many tasks
required with knowledge, with pa-
tience and with realistic resolution.
The need for universities does not
slacken. If anything it grows greater.
Standing in this present moment of
change, looking back and ahead, it
perhaps behooves us simply to per-
ceive that as in all previous periods
of our College’s history, so in this,
challenge and opportunity both per-
sist.

There is so much in Harvard that
remains good, generation after gen-
eralion. I think especially at this
moment of certain Yankee traits of
character. It was my good fortune to
have been associated in the govern-
ment of Harvard with individuals —
some Yankees, some not — who pos-
sessed these qualities in exemplary
fashion. Not easily impressed by
passing fads or fancies, not easily
thrown off balance by any sudden
alarums or excursions, outside or
within, they went steadily about the
task of serving Harvard, determined
to keep her sane, sensible, useful and
strong. They and their kind are deep
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in our tradition, and, this being so,
we shall get on,

I should like now io add a per-
sonal word at leave-taking, What has
impressed me most about Harvard
during my years of serving her are
her pedple. Not all of them of course,
bui surely a goodly number. There
are many of us. “Thy fathers went
down into Egypt with threescore and
ten persons; and now the Lord thy
God hath made thee as the stars of
heaven for multitude.”. (Deuteron-
omy 10:22) If this could be said of
us a hundred years ago, as it was,
how much more so today. '

If the recent years have been
good years in both our own and the
world's terms, their goodness has
been owed to tens of thousands of

individuals, Owed in the first in-
stance to many fine students — fine
as persons and as scholars — who

have come here from all parts of
our countlry and, especially at the
graduate and professional levels,
from abroad. From diverse back-
grounds and cultures, with various
interests and expectations — mostly
high expectations — they have in
considerable measure been the Har-
vard of these years; and with very
few exceptions they have been good.
If the passionate impatience with the
wrongs of our society and the world
which these sludents have increas-

ingly come to feel slays with them in -
* later years — that is, if their pres-

ent concern proves to be more than
a momentary impatience — then the
world will be well served and Har-
vard will once again be highly hon-
ored in her sons and daughters.

Harvard’s debt to faculty is no
less large. Not everyone in every re-
spect has measured up to the ideal
of the inspired and inspiring scholar-
teacher, loving his students and his
institution,.serving them loyally and
imaginatively and selflessly, eschew-
ing all pettiness and self-seeking. Yet
the great majority of them surely
have. Knowledge has advanced, and
students have found help. There have
been many creative moments, First-
rate work in investigation and in
teaching ~— intelligent and informed
teaching, guided by principle and
concern — has gone on — and will go
on.

Nor can I fail to mention many
others, not members of faculties, who
have worked here in my time in
many capacitics, high and low —
men and women of intelligence and
character whose attachment to Har-
vard and whose diligence and com-
petence are surpassed by none. Un-
sung, too frequently taken for grant-
ed, they are to be found everywhere
in the University, Some have spent
long years in the University’s sery-
ice. Of many of them it can truly be
satd that without their help very lit-
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oulgoing president Nathan Pusey (center) and former

president James Conant. (Joseph Dennehy photo)

tle of consequence could be achieved
in many paris of this university,

But above all I wish to express

.my appreciation {o the many alumni

who have contributed preéminently
to make possible whatever achiéve~
ments there have been in the Pusey
years, I do nol wish to be under~
stood as speaking exclusively or even
primarily in material terms, though
my gratitude encompasses this range
of-consideration., What I want to say
(and I hope very much that this will
be heard especially by students and
faculty) is that in endeavoring to
discharge the responsibility of di~
recting the administration of this
greal university, again and again I
have found indispensable the under-
standing, the ardent concern, the sta~
ble belief in the viability and impor-
tance of what Harvard is trying to
do, and the readiness to help shown
on every emergent occasion by many
loyal Harvard men who were here
before our time. These alumni were
clearly moved by fond remembrance
of experiences they had had at Har~
vard, and by gratitude for what Har-
vard contributed to direction and en-
richment in their lives. But, beyond

. this; by an awareness, which had

grown in them after leaving this
place, of what Harvard has meant
and can mean in our national life, by

Jeonviction of the worth and’impor-~

tance of this contribuiior, this intel~
lectual and moral contribution going
out from Harvard which Sibley her-
alded long ago. What most moves the
alumni, I believe, isa deepening real-
ization — in face of the recurringly
troubled condition of our world —
of the importance of what has been
praiseworthy in Harvard’s past and
a resolute determination that it shall
go on.

This is the last time I shall speak
to you as president. In thanking all
of you — especially very many alum-
ni — for what you have meant to
Harvard in my time, it is a tempta-
tion to dwell on the changeless and
the changing Harvard. The bricks of
Massachusetts and Harvard halls, the
great copper beech looming beside
Wadsworth House, once the home of
Harvard presidents — things of this
kind endure. So does John Harvard
sitting on his chair outside Univer-
sity Hall. But Harvard the change-
less is also ever changing, ever be-
ginning. Every June there is another
Commencement, another in that con-
tinuum of endings and beginnings,
death and life, which keeps the ven-
erable university young — young,
influential, attractive, perhaps occa-~
sionally even noble, but still and al-
ways worthy of love and of strong,
new effort, Let us with high resolve
once again rededicate ourselves to
her service and may the Lord con-
tinue to look after u5, sirengthen us,
and kecp us true.
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