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Deniel Pipes

The Challenge of Islamism?

Thank you 0 nuch, Mr. Adly Youssef | am parbculacly relieved aftee
hearing the last inteoduenion of Michacel Mcunler. | made ic thiough
withouta very colocful introdactian, just 4 warm one. Thaok You vecy
much.

| 250 delighted to be here. Let mve stare by saying thae | ived 1a Bgypt
for three years, and that 1t was 3 key experience i nmy life. [ developed
an intesprecatian of lalam and of the Middle East, and in fact. [ have
been drawing on it now for some 38 yaars, Eleartied Arabic, | had some
woodertul experienues with Copts. memhers ot the Coptic community
ia Egypt, and so [ am pamcuiatly pleased 1o he hece teday [ think this
met g v imporeantand it isaningpioation My Adly Youssef v 2o be
coups atuiated for taking this minutive; the Cozbtion for the Derence st
I lnnan Rights, the Cheistian Solidatiey Snternadonal, and Juhilee
Campnign are all path beeaking in thric work <o protect human rights
arcsued the world, in parcticular with a focvs on Christians 1n Muslim
coustnes,

1 think it s patts ulaely telling that the organization and the voice of
the Copts 15 coming lcom outside the country. As vyou have already
heatd rodey und will hear no dbobe agan and again, the Copes whe
live in Egypt do tot have the freedosn o »pesk and, more than diat,do
not have a history of speaking out. [r takes conving to rhe West and
vaderstandiog that there are means and goals that can be achueved it
one spesks up. that theee are foends who ase teady to assist, and that
theee are principles that can be applied. €xaciy that is whar can be
done from here and then eeanstesred back o Egypr. My o k today will
nor be spuciically about Egypr. The restof the conterence looks at the
specifics nf the Copuc condition. My topic is something of 2 back-
ground baefing on the lacger questiun, namely vo the tssue that stands
belitnd s much of the Copoc problem coday bt s the uestion of Is-
lamism oc nukitant 1slam,



[ would like to begin by noting the striking contrast cthat exists in the
world todsy. There are some 30 million Christians who live in coun-
tries with Muslim majorities. The largest number live in Indonesia,
some 15 million, foliowed by the Egyptian population of Copts, some-
where between six and 12 miltion. Three million Christians live in Pa-
kisean, and at the other end of the scale, there are a few dozen indi-
viduals in the Maghreb. These are by and Jarge ancient Christian
comumunities. We heard carlier about the coming of Christianity ta
Egype in the 1 Ceanury. And yet, they have increasingly found them-
sclves an embattled minonity, with dwindling rights, trapped in poverty
and uncertainty, despised and distrusted as second-class cinizens, facing
discrimination in edacation, jobs and from police and the courts. Often
they are the victims of brusality. This is not a condition unique o the
Christians of Egypt; it applies in many countries with a Muslim major
ity. As circumstances steadily worsen, Christians are packing and leav-
ing their ancestea) lands to find a more hospisable environment in the
West. The remaining Christian population in the Middle East is in-
creasingly aged, poor, and marginalized.

In striking contrast to this dismal picture, consider the Muslim mi-
nority living in the West, in historic Christian countrics where they
number about 22 million. This is a population that mostly consists of
immigrants who have arrived in the last generation and is increasingly
established with growing affluence and protections and with accept-
ance as full citizens with all rights. It is winning new prerogatives in
schools, the work place, and the legal system.

Some of the Muslims in the West apently advocate applying Istamic
law and eransforming the West into a Muslim majority area. Others
engage in tevonisin towards this end. Put in symbolic and religious
terms: As churches are coming down in the Muslim countrics, mosques
are going up in the Christian ones. Accvally, | personally watched in
Cairo when the Anglican cathedral, which was on the [Nile] Cormiche,
was torn down to make way for a bridge. It just had to be nght there,
that bridge; it coutdn't be anywhere else, had to be nght, smack where
the Anglican cathedral was, and it 15 no longer. [n contrase, | have no-
ticed how government agencies in the West from Buenos Aires to Bos-
ton have sold land at discount prices specifically for mosques to be
erected. And on similar lines, observe how the bells in churches in ma-
jocity Muslim countries are silenced and may not ring, but the adban
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—the call to prayes — fom the mosques 13 now allowed in sush towns
as Hamivamck., Michigan or Oslo, Notway This contrast between the
dying Christan communities in Muslim coursies and the assernive
Mushiim commusuries in Ciaristiat countries has rany causes, including
detnagraphy and, what one might call, tridisiond! versus post-modern
understandings of religion.

[ would ke to focus on the anglechat i think has particelar impor-
rance for us here, namely the rele of blamusm or militant I5i3im in borh
arenas of the rradivonal Mushm couotries ond the traditienad Chris-
twn countries. En the Mustim world, tslamisen leads to profound inrol-
erance toward Musiuns who disageve with chis approach to Islam,
Think of the hundred or more thousand deaths in Algeria, And. nt
couree, it leads co alack of tolecance towards non-Muslims. Islamism
leads 3o on assestiveness and an atreropt to dominate, My ralk is ¢nd-
tied “The Chullenge ot Lilamism™, and as you can see, the challenge is
similar, but opposire in those regions. During m)y time with you this
evening, | like to dwell on three topleas the nature of lstainiso, its ole
in the Middle East sspecially vis-a-vis the Clirisrian nunonities, and izs
rolc in Europe.

Now [slarusm is called by nsny numes. In English, it 1 called mefi-
tant [slam, radica Istam, fimdamentalist 1stam or politscal {skim; chey
all refer to the same thing. !t1s an imerprerarnion of Islam. and | beliere
it is 2 mustake to either use a enphemisin or ro <ee Islam the religion s
rhe problem. k& s nor recrorism, whichi s ataciic, rhat is nur problem
1115 nat Islam, a personal faith, tht ts onr problem. K is Islamasm, an
ideology that is our problem. Thes idecslogy s in many ways Gutiliar to
us hecause we in the West have encountered two prie versions of Js-
lamnisen as a cadical uropian declogy thar s derived from the wrirings
of books. § do not mean here the Keran, but rathes 2802 centuey inter-
presarions thar devowed counteies then @y to use as a basis for taking
over states. En the process of raking over stages, they are brutal in cheir
meshodolagy and rotally intolerant of rhoss who disagrie. ®nce they
take ovvr a particular stave, they acquire ristal power ever tliesr subjects
and imuediately ery ra export it so that they cag achieve a global he-
gemony,

In sharr, thisis che slued o) the mtalitzrian movemenis. the 1iest «nd
secutiel being the fascist and che commanist, The detaadls are very differ-
cut. bur the approach 1 sumilar, using all means to acquire power n the



hopes of world hegemony in the Islamic case, there Is a fecus on the
Islaruic Jlaw, and chc mecbanizm By which - [slamistideology atcracts
adhercrws and fulfills its mandare is hy emphasizing [slamue law s
{amic law is 2 )aassive leggal system char the 1slamises have ¢xtended 1o
areas where it previously did siot apply. The clnsic lslatnic legal code
deat wirh a linlced nurmber of issues. The [vtamists have extendeditso
that, for example, these is an ecnnomic philosophy, there ate deanils for
governance. and there are derails of education. All arcas of life fall
undee rhe Islamists” sonteol. The mast pecdear cxample of this ca be
seen in Afghanistan under the Talihan, where every asprect of life from
amusement 9 sexualicy, te caising children, ta ecanomics, to foreign
policy was incesptecedin the higheof the Taliban's understanding of che
Keranand lslamic Law. 1t is an ideological version ot kslam. [t )s a
transfecmation of a personal faith itre 4 system for Gedering pewer
and wealth. aad it derives trom medieval seurces. Theie have been
cectain wricess like Ibn Taimlya [1238-1328| who were forerunners of
these ideas. Bar in s custent toim., 1t is modern and dates back to the
1920 when simultancously «n india and in Egyprvarious thinkess and
sctivasts |ilke Hassan al.Banna began sosespond to che coralitanan me-
meac in the West, It was in 1920%s when the Naxs were growing
powec, the fascists were alceady in power, and the Sovier model was at
its peak And so it was a rime when many imetligenr people thought
char the: totalitanian way was the way forward. They did nut know 1he
horrors char would come, They dicd nor even know che hosrors that
wert: taking place chen. Anc' these Muslim th akers and acrivisty re-
sponded 1o thar belivs and hope tha totatitarian merhads would suc-
ceed. They were coming up with theirown venaon, and chey developed
i oves the subsequent decades. They soughs power and finally, 0 yearss
later in 1979, chey came so0 power: tn [ran: i was the Rret r me chat rhe
Istamises o0 arralled the goveenment, And ixrunccliucely ¢hey seied co ex-
vand without greas success Theee have been other successes, however,
trr Sudan since 1989, 2nd Afghenistan Frem 1998 tn 2001, @ne van
argue that chere sre strong ldarnist 'endencirs (0 many «other cmanesics,
but none bave quite the revolutionary, toralitarian power of those
three.

It is moder, ane i s important o underwwmnsd that i s trwdern.
Turthermore, it (5 % answer e nodecs peoblemns, and by anit large, «
15 modern peapic who putsue the Islanuseideotogy e was, For instance,



been: “Let’s come up with our own anti-liberal tradition and follow
it.” This is the chird attack. It has deep, deep economic implications.
Economics plays a role, but it goes much deeper in rerms of what it
means to be Muslim. If one sakes as an example the 19 suicide hijack-
ers of 9/11, one notes that they were distinguished by their privilege,
affluence, and education. These were not poor people who were in de-
spair. These were people who were ideologues, who believed that by
carrying out this action they were furthering their cause. Islomism bas
become one of the cemtval issues in world politics, if not Noe issue.
Now my second topic is the Middle East. Since the bulk of the dis-
cussions at this conference concerns the Christians of Egypt, 1 would
like to sake a little detour and look at a very timely issue, aamely the
Christians of Iraq. Saddam Hussein's foul regime, no matter how hor-
rible the totalitarian rule was, had some saving graces. And among
those saving graces in the case of Iraq was that the Christian minorities
had a safe stop; they were not persecuted mare than anyone else by the
government. With the sollapse of the Saddam Hussein regime and the
uncertain circumstances at the moment, the Islamists have grown in
power, and one of their first actions has been to targer the Christians,
There have been many episodes there and many attacks on Christian
ingtallations of various sorts. According to the Barabas Fund, at the
end of 2003 chere was a missile artack on a convent in Mosul; bombs
were placed, bur defused in two Christian schools in Baghdad and Mo-
sul; a bomb exploded ar a Baghdad church on Christmas Eve, and a
bomb was placed, but again defused at a monastery in Mosul. And fi-
nally came the last major attack on August 1 of this year, between 6
and 7 p.m. Since Sunday is a worckday in Iraq, the Christians of iraq go
to church on a workday. There were a series of coordinated explosions
in Baghdad and Mosul that killed 11 people and injured 55. These
bombings in Iraq are part of a larger pattern of persecurion of Chris-
tians that has taken the form of artacks on liquor stores, music stores,
fashion stores, and beauty saloons. Such attacks make it clear that
these particular kinds of establishments are nor welcome. Christian
women have been threatened in order to force them to cover their
heads. Random Christians have been assassinated. These assaolts have
prompted Iraqi Christians, one of the oldest Christian bodies in the
world, to leave the country in recoed numbers. An Iragi deacon ob-
served a month ago that on a recent night the church had to spend



more nime filling out baptismal forms needed for leaving the country
than it did on the worship service itself. Iraq's minisser for “displace-
ment and migration”, herself a Christian, estimated that 40,000 Chas-
rians left Iraq in the two weeks following the August 1, 2005, bomb-
mgs.

Whereas Christians make up three percent of the country’s popula-
tion, the proportion of its refugee flow into Syria is estimated to be
somewhere between 20 and 95 percent. Looking at the larger picture,
one estimate says that some 40 percent of the community has left since
1987, with a census of 1,4 million Iraqi Christians. Although Muslim
leaders uniformly condemn these acts calling them criminal actions,
this process of attacks appears to be unstoppable and appears to be
leading to the decline and possible disappearance of Iraqi Christianity.
This seems all the more likely given that this is part of a more general
trend of Islamists in the Middle East. Let me mention a few other cases,
again leaving Egypt aside. Bethlechem and Nazareth, the most identifi-
ably Christian rowns anywhere, enjoyed Christian majorities for nearly
two millenia. But this is no longer the case; now they are majornity Mus-
lim towns. In Jerusalem, the aumber of Christians outnumbered Mus-
lims in 1922. Today, the Christian population of Jerusalem is about
two percent. The samc applies to other parts of Israel. There are re-
ports from the Galilee rown of Turan quoting a Christian store owner
saying: “Most Christians leave as soon as they can sell their houses and
shops. We cannor live among the Muslims anymore.™ As one report
puts it: there are more Palestinian Christians living in Bayt Jala of
Chile, than in Bayt Jala on the West Bank, Bayt Jala being until re-
cently a Christian rown. Peince Hassan of Jordan has noted that today
more Christians from Jerusalem live in Sydney, Australia than in Jeru-
salem itself. In Turkey, the Christian population had numbered two
million in 1920 and now numbers a few thousand. In Syria, Christians
repeesented about one third of the population early last century; today
they count for less than 10 percent. In Lebanon, the numbers went
frore about 55 percent 70 years ago to under 30 percent today.

So the Coptic predicament is by no means unique. At present rates,
the Middle East Christians, numbering berween 12 and 15 million, will
in a decade have been substantially reduced to the point that they will
have lost their cultural vitality and political significance. It bears noting
that in this disappearance Christians are recapitulating an earlier exo-
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dus some 50 years ago, namely the Jewish exodus from the Middle
East. The Jews in the Middle East numbered about one million in 1948,
and roday, outside of Israel, chey number about 60,000. If one takes
out fraq and Turkey, they number about 10,000. In combination, these
cthnic cleansings of two ancient religious minorities mark the end of an
era. The multiplicity of Middle Eastern life is being reduced to the flar
monotooy of a single religion and a handful of approved minorities.
The entire region, nat just the affected minoritics, is impoverished by
this now. For many years, the plight of Middle East Christians attract-
ed lirtle artention from the ourside world. The early protectors of their
interest, the British, French, Russian, and Greek goveruments as well
as the Vatican rurned away from them and their current problems.
Recently, however, a number of organizations have sprung up includ-
ing the sponsors of this coaference ro rake up the cause of persecuted
Christians around the world and primarily in Muslim and communist
countries. The signs are clear in the United Staces, for example, where
the Senate has conducted hearings on this topic and the State Deparnt-
ment has since 1999 been releasing a survey an religious persacution
world-wide. There are many other examples that suggest that the once
ignored problem is becoming of interest, and this conference is among
those healthy signs.

Finally, let me tatk about Europe, the third of my three topics. Ori-
ana Fallaci declared in her new book The Force of Reason: “Europe
becomes more and mare a province of Istam, a colony of Istam™. She is
sight. Christianity’s ancient stronghold is giving way rapidly to Islam.
Bernhard Lewis told Die Welt in September 2004: “Europs wird am
Ende des Jahrhunderts islamisch sein™ (Europe will be Islamic by the
end of this century), Two factors primarily contribute to this world
shaking development, this extraordinary, huge development. The first
is the hollowing our of Christianity. Europe is increasingly a post-
Christian society, one with a diminishing connection to its tradition or
its historic values. The number of believing, observant Christians has
collapsed to the point that some observers call Europe the new dark
conrinent. Already, analysts estimare that Britain’s mosques host more
worshippers per week than does the Church of England. But there are
other factors besides the hollowing out of Christianity, decline of Chris-
tianity. The second is the birthrate. Indigenous Europeans are dying
out; sustaining a population requires that each woman bear an average



of 2.1 children. In the European Union, the overall race is 1.4 per wom-
an and it is falling. One study finds, should current population trends
continue and immigration cease, today’s population of 375 million wilk
decline to 275 million within seven years. To keep the working popula-
tion stable, the EU aceds 1.6 million immigrants every year; to sustain
its present workers-to-retirees ratio, Enrope requires an astonishing
13.9 million immigrants annually. Into rhis void of declining Christian-
ity and declining birthrates are coming [slam and Muslims.

As Christianity falters, Islam becomes more robust, assertive, and
ambitious. As Europeans under reproduce and do so at advanced ages,
Muslims do so in large numbers while young. Some five percent of the
EU or nearly 20 million persons presently identify themselves with
Muslims. Should current crends continue, that number will reach 10
percent by 2020. If non-Muslims flee the new Islamic order as seems
likely, the continent could be majority Muslim within decades. [t is in-
teresting to speculate what will follow if that happens. Great cathe-
drals will appear as vestges of an earlier civilization, and they will be
there so loug as the Saudi style regime does not transfer them into
mosques, or a Taliban-like regime blows them up. The great narional
cultures, Iralian, French, English, and others will likely wither, being
replaced by a new transnational Musiim identity that merges North
African, Turkish, subcontinental and other elements. This prediction is
hardly new. I am saying this in 2009. But in 1968, a British politician
Enoch Powell gave a very famous speech, the “Rivers of Blood™ speech,
in which he warned that in allowing immigration the United Kingdom
was heaping up its own funeral pile. His very promising carecr, by the
way, came to an end because of those words. In 1973, the French writ-
¢r Jean Raspail published the Camp of the Saints, a novel that portrays
Europe falling to massive, uncontrolled immigration from the Indian
subcontinent. The peaceable transformation of a region from one ma-
jor civilization to another, which is now underway in this very arca, has
no precedent in human history, which makes it easy to ignore che fact
that it is underway.

My time is up. Let me draw some conclusions from this presenea-
tion. Islamism has become one of the central issues in warld politics, if
not the issue. Ir is the force behind the viclence in the “War on Terror™.
It is the force behind the rransformarion of the Middle East from what
it was a generation ago 1o whar it is today and in particular the force
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behind the decline of Chaistian populations in the region. [t is the force
that is moving into Ewrope and taking advantage of Europe’s failures.
Unfortunacely, Islamism is also the new global enemy of civilization. It
is the barbarism thar must be fought by all civiliaed people, Muslims
and non-Muslims. It is at the core of the problem that the Christians in
Egypt face. It is at the core of the problem that the Chrstians of Europe
face.
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