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Donie1 /'tpes 

The Challenge of Islam ism 1 

'11\01111. yo\J .10 1nu,h1 >.<r, Adly 'l'ou•sef, I .am pan:kv.l,uly rdlevcd after 
hearing tlus last lntr•)duc,non of Mkha•J McUJJlt.r. l made n throua)l 
without a vl!T)' colorful introJucrion. jusr o W4rm one. Th:iol< yc,u very 
much. 

I run Jel[ghrcd ro � ltene. lcr rnc sran lly $.!ytng rhat I lived In ligyp1 
for wee-years, and rhllt tt was a key ��rienc-c i n  my Hfc. I dcvd.opcd 
an intcrprcn1ti1JJ1 of l,lom �nd of 1hc i\olidJfc llaot. and in fa1:t., I have 
�en dtawing oo it now for tome 30 year;, l le,ont«I 1\1nbic. I bad some 
wonJcrful cxpc!ricrn:cs wuh CopL\. mtmhcrs of the Copric c-ommunicy 
in Egi,pt, and so I am panicularly ple,uoo 10 be l�r• (ouay. I thlllk rhh 
m�ct

J
IJg 1$ impott;1nt. e1,nJ (ti$ an in�p•r.ltinn�MT; Adf)1 ¥ou..sst"f tYtobe. 

cougrarul•tcd fnr raking this mitinttve; the CoaJition for dw Ocfoou ,,t 
I IUlll�n llight!i, the Chri�tioll Sotid•nry fnr,rnationol, and Juhilee 
G•mpnjisn are all path br.,.king in th�ir work to prote<."t huma11 rights 
nruu"d the world, in pa.rticulor woh n• (wUJ< on Christians in Muslim 
counmes-� 

I think it"' parti ular'ly rclling tbnt theurg,ulization and the voice of 
the Copts " reining !rom outs,de thr country. Ai you h�•• nrre.,dy 
htard roduy uud will he•• no 1!t,ubr •g�in ,nd again, th<! Copi:, who 
live io q;ypr do 11<1l h;,ve the lrcc:dorn co •pair and, more than chat, do 
"ot hnve a llistory of SJ)<"nking out. Ir takes con,inl:\ to rh• West .u,d 
uodr�srandiog that thcr• are means and goals that can be adurved if 
one speaks up. that there are fricuds ,_.,1,., a.re ready 10 assist, and that 
there �re principles th•t can he applied. E""'"'lr that is whar can be 
dont' from here a11J tht'n tf)lnsf,med buck co ligyrr. 1'4r rnlk today will 
nor I,., sp«i6rolly Jbout Egypr. Tl>< rl'Srof the cont,renc, looks a1 r.hc
$pedfic,, 1Jf th• Cop11e condition. My topk i$ •otn1'!.hi11g of a back• 
gr11und 1,ridwg un the larger quc,,tiun, numdy oo the c<sue rliat smruls 
beltmd ro mueh of the C.opuc problem u><l�y. I t  ,. 1h, '1111'$110n of Is• 
lami�m or militant l�h,m. 

,, . 

• ... 

. ... 
' .... ... 

J .. • 

• .. 
• 

, 

.. 
I 

J 

, 
'I 



I would I ike to begin by noting the striking contrast that exists in the 
world today. There arr some JO miHion Christians who live in coun
tries with Mmlim maioritin. The laJ"geSt number liw in Indonesia, 
some 1 S million:1 followtd by the Egyptian popularioa of Copu. some
where between six and 12 millionw Three mi Uion Christians live u, Pa
kitta.� and at the other end of 1hie sale" therie art a few dozen andi� 
viduals in the Mapreb. 1bese arc by .and large: an,ien1 Christian 
communities. We heard ca.rlier about the coming of Cbrimanity to 
Egypc jn the 1 ii Century. And yer,. they h:avt incttasingly found them
selves an embattled minority, with dwindling rights, trapped m povmy 
and unctttainty, despised and distrusted as second-class cl� facing 
diJcriminarion in edoarion. iobs and from police and the coum. Often 
they af'C' the victims of bruuliry. nis ii not a condition unique to ,the 
Christians of Egypt; it applies in many counb'iC$ with a Muslim ma;or
ity. As circumstances steadily worsen,. Christians a� pac:king and leav
ing their ancestral lands to find a morie hospitable environment in the: 
Wnt. The remaining Christian population in the Middlt Eau it in
crasingly apd, poor,, and marginaliud� 

J n ttrildng contrast ro this dismal picture\ consider the Muslim mi -
nority living in tbe West, in bisrO£k Ch.risria.n ,ountries where they 
nuntber about 22 mill.on. This is. a population th.at mostly consists of 
imm.igr.ants who have atrivtd in the Ian generation and is. incrruingly 
�rablished with growing affluence and prolKti011$ and with aa:ept
ance .as full citizen.a with all right1.. It i.s winning new prctoptiftl in 
schoolst tM work place, and the legal system .. 

Some of the Muslims in lhc Wen openly advocate applying Islamic 
law and rnansfunning the West into .a Muslim matority area. Others 
eng.1gt in rerrorism towards this end. Put in symbolic and religious 
?ermli, A. cbun;hn .are wcning down in rhe Mu:shm countrica, mosqun 
4tt going up in th" Christian onn. Actually� I personally watched in 
Cairo when tM Anglican carhedn). which was on the JNileJ CornidK. 
was tom down to make way fur a bridge. It juat had to be right there, 
that bridge; it couldn, be anywhere e� had to be right. smack whett 
the Angl.can cathedral was, and i, i1 no longer. In contrast, I ha\re' no
ticed how gove-mment agencies in rhe West from Buenos Aires to Bos
ton have soJd land at discount prka specifiai I ly for mosques to be 
erected. And on similar lines,. obsave how the beUs in churches in ma
jority Muslim countries att silenced and may not rin� but dH: aJha1t 
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� tht call to prarcr - from ,he mosques ,s now allowed Jn such towns 
11s HamO"amck. Mid1igan or Oslo, Norw•y. 11\is concras1 btrw«.n th< 
dying Christian communities 111 Mu�lim counu,ts and the a.<scft1vr 
,\1w;liru ..-ommuu.iri,s in CJ,ri&1io11 couotr·oe,s hO$ l'l\ilny oiuies. induJlog 
detn•/llP'pby o.ucl, wbnt one mJgbt call, 1r,1di11011lll v�rsus J>QSt•rnod•rn 
undcrsrondini,:s of �ligion. 

( wo1tld like to f()Cus on the ansle rh11t J 1hink ha, �cvlor impor• 
r-anc< for us h<-r<, ou,m<'ly the role of 1,slamb<m or mllitllnt liloon in. borh 
arell,\1• of rh<.- rr�JjtiQ!lru Muslim «i!llltries SlJ1J! the rradiliollill Chris• 
t111n cnw1tri<'$, In iJ,e Muslim wnrlJ, l!J.r.mism k.ods to profounil ,nrol
rrltlJcc toward Mu,Jirns wbo ru.o;a.gl'\-<c with rbi$ �ppr11,1cb 10 ljlrlm. 
'rhfnk of th• hundrtd nr more 1hou;11nd dcorJ1s in Alger••· And, nl 
c"une, it Je3d; 10 o lack of tolerance t(IWAtds nOll•Muslims. lslam!Sm 
le;,ds 10 .,, as,:ertivcncs, and �o a11ernp1 10 dom111tott', My ralt. i• <'!\ti
ded 'The Chlllltng< ol hlomu-m", and a, you cJn scr, rhe challenge is 
similar, but opposire 111 tho� rtgions. Dudng m) time ,vrth you chis 
cvaiing1 J JUu.� CiJ dwdf on rhrtt toplc11!: th� narurt of ldatni.s.m. !tis- :role 

in dlt MiJdlr 'East e,;�ially vis-a•\'is the C!\risria11 nunoritfo<;, and ii$ 
rolt' 111 Europe. 

Now /s/am,sm is "'llrd by ,n,i.oy nnmes. (Jl Euglish, it ,s c11lled mili, 
t,1111 Islam, r.id"ill ls/am, /imdamentalut ]slam or poliltCill f&/,:1111; they 

all refer n> th<: same 1J,in11 . .ft ,s an imerpremnon of  Islam, and I bdkvc 
ic.j11 a mL.unke to either use a el1()hcm1�,n or ro ser blam the rdigion as 
rhe problem. ft i ., nor rerrorism, whii,Ji,. a tacric, rhar i� nur probl'em. 
II u no/. l8ln11t, "/i<rsor,a/ faith. thllt u 011r p,nbli:m. Ir 15 f1/am1.-m, an 
,di,0/ogy 1hat is"'" prubl�m. Thto iJeolog,y .s in many ,var• fomjliar to 
U$ hccan,c we In the. West have encountcr<d two pnl>r ver•ion• oi h• 
lami,m as a radici!l u101>ian ,doology tba< is derived from the w�rrinw, 
of  hooks. I do not meain ,her-t the Knran, but rather 2U" cr,ntury inter• 
prccarions that d<vo1cJ countries then uy ,o o.e as a basis for raking 
over sr:atc5. In the proccS• of mking ov<r ,!Jae.,, they arc hrut�I on rhcir 
rnc1hodology and roc•lfy lnm)ernc,t of rhos• ,vho dis�gr�c. Once they 
mke ov,r a part1CtJlar state, they acquire rnml powtr o,·er-rli•ir subjocu 
and im,u«!,ntdy rry tO •xport II so 1l1a1 th•r can .,chiev< J gfobal he• 
gemony. 

In •han. this is rhc 1iiird of the mmHmrian movrmems, the first :1nd 
,cc:u111l being th< fa,ci>t and rhc (olllmllniM. Th< dotails arc �ery differ· 
cut. bur the npproaoh ,. i1milar. tL,ing all means tO acq11ire power in ,he 
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hopes of world hrscmony. In the l�lamic c:a.�e. there 1, 11 locu, on the 
h,laruk Jaw, and rbc mocbanigo1 t\y whi,h th,· fsl•m1st idrology Jttr•rn 
aclbc:rcm:.'> aod ful/llls ii:$ m�nd•10 is hy empha,i21ng Islam,� law. Is
lamic law is a nu,,sh•e legal system 1h11t th• fslamists have <Xt�nded to 

�= where ic prcviouslr did 001 apply. 1bc Cb•s1c liil3111ic leg;il rode 
dealt with ii Jirnlrcd nuinl:,cr of issue.-. The fglamin• h�•• <.-tt•nded itsu 
1h01, for t"2mplc. tl1t.rl" i; an ccnnomic philo,Qphy. ch,rc nr< dwtib fur 
11ovcrnQnce, and the_rc are dtratl, of cdu,�1ivn. AU .!rt'II> of lik fall 
under rhc tslitmisi:s' conrrol. TI1c mo,c pern'Cl example of rhis c�11 be 
,een in Afghanistan )lllJer 1hc T«Hi):i.o, wb<:re cv-,ry ;lJr,a, of life from 
amusc-mcnt to ,e11nalir)', ro raisin� children, rn .-c-onomics. co foreign 
policy wa� incerprere� in the lighrQf 1hc Talil>an'.s �nJmmnJing of the 
Koran and Islamic L!w. lt i,, an id�ologkol version oi l<l•n•. It ls o 
trnnsfprmation of a ptr.onal faith ltil<• � synem for urdcring power 
ilnd wealth, ,nd ir derives trom mtdicval sourcts. There ha�c hrtn 
e�rtain writers like thn Taimlya [1238-1.3281 who were forerunner, of 
these ,dtas. Bur in ibi current form, it is modem and datts b.icL: 10 1hc 
1920', when ,imulranrou>ly ,n lnJi• ,1nd in l'.gYJ,)tv11rinu, thinkers and 
accivisfs 1111« Hassan ul,ll3nnn bcgnn ro r<spond 10 rhe mt,ilitllnan mO· 
111cnt in rhc WtJ.t. It wn, In 1920's when the NaL1S were growing ,n 
power, 1he fascist• were already Jn power, and rhc Sovier model w11s .tt 
irs peak. And so ir was • rime when m.1ny 1melligenr peovle thoudit 
rhar th,· 1ouillcannn wat· w•s the wny forward. They did n11t knoll! th< 
horrors rhar would come, They dirl nor even koow rhc horrors thnc 
w,·rc, laking pince rhcn. Aocl rhc.,,c Muslim th inker'$ and activ,su re• 
•ponded to ,har belief and hope ,har 1otali1arlnn mcchodi. would ,,.c-
cecd. They were coming up wiih th�irown vcr,1100, and they deveJoped 
ir over ,he ,ubsequen, docades.1'hey ,oughr pawer :ind li1111lly, SO )'ears 
later- in 1979. tht"y came ro power· in rt!.l.n� ,t w:.1s dH: fir,,r ri me dmr rhe 
lsl.lmists e,o11uo»rd 1he govcr11rn•11r, And (11u11e,Jj.icely duty tr(e<.I ro e�• 

,,and wi1bnu1 grc;,1 $u�,.., •• Th•rc h�vt been oth�r ,uecQ5t'$. however, 
lll Suw,n since 1989, •nd r'\(ghuni•!'.M• frt>nt 1996 to 100(. Ouc ain 
�ue truit ,h.,n! Jre serons Isl.iunist rendenci"' in maur \lther cminrrics, 
bur non" 'bav<t quite the revolutionary, cc:,rnlitMfan power of !hose 
rhre<. 

It i• 1nodcrt1; um! ll " irnporrnnt t\l under.,rnud thu, ll is tt•od•n•. 
Furtbermorc, it 1J ·'" ,1nswer ,n ,nodern problerns. and by �nil Wl_(e, i1 
iJ modem p<'<>ple wllo puriur the Islanusr 1dcol11gy. It was, fur insuincc, 
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been: • Ler"s conk up with our own anti-liberal tradition and follow 
it. ,.. This is rhe th i rd attack. Ir has deep, deep economic implications. 
F.conomics plays a role, but it gots much deeper in ttrm& ol what it 
means to be Muslim. If one takes as an eampJe tht 1 9  suicide hiiad.
�rs of 9/1 1 ,  one notes that they were distinguished by their privilege, 
affluence, and Nuanion . These were nor poor people who were in de
spair. These were people who were ideologues, who believed rhar by 

carrying out mis action they were furthering their cause. lswmism ha$ 
becmM onr of the untTol isSHes m world flolitu:&:1 if not the iSSNe� 

Now my second topic is the Mid die Eur. Since the bulk of the dis
cussions at this confuence concc-na 1hc Chrisrians of Egypt, l would 
Like- ro take a little detour and ]ook at a very timely issuc. namely the 
Christians of Iraq. Saddam Hussein "s foul regime. no matter how hor
rible the totalitari.an ru]c was, had some saving graces. And among 
those sa ring graces in the case of Iraq was. that the Christian minorities 
had a ufe stop; they wen nor perteeuted more than anyone else by the 
govunmmt. With the collapse: of the Sad.dam Hunein l'C8imc and the 
uncertain ci.rcu.Jmtances a, dlt moment, the lslamists have grown in 

power, and one of their first actions has bttn ro target the Christians. 
There have bttn many episodes there and many attacks on Christian 
instaU.rions of various sons. According to the Barnabas Fund, at the 
end of 2003 rhtte was a missile aaack on a conve-n1 in Mosul;. bombs 
were pl.a� but d(fused in rwo Christian schools in Baghdad and Mo
suli a bomb exploded ar a Baghdad church on Christmas Eve, and .a 
bomb was placed, but again defused ar a monastery in Motul. And fi
nally came the tast maior attack on Au.gust 1 of this year, between 6 
and 7 p.m. Since Sunday is a workday in Iraq. the Christians of Iraq go 
to church on a workday .. There were a series of coordi nated explosions 
in Baghdad and Mosu] that k i l led 1 1  peoplt and iniuml 55. Thest, 
bombmp i n  lraq art part of a large-r pattern of pe,securioo of Chris-
tiarbl that hu taken the fotm of attadt.l on liquor noiu, MU$ic stores, 
fashion stW'eSt and beauty saloons. Such attacks make ir dear mar 
these particu:lar kinds of mablishments arr: nor wekome. Christian 
women ha¥e bctn thttattned in order to � them to oovet tb.t.i.r 
heads. Random Christians ba � bttn a11assinated. These at$aala haw 
prompted Iraqi Christians, one of the oldn1 Christian bodte. ln me 
world, 10 le-,ve the" country in recon:1 numben. An Iraqi deacon ob-
served a month ago that on a recent night the church had to spend 
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more time fiHing our baptismal forms needed for leavina: the country 
than it did on the wonhip lel'Yice itstlf.. Iraq's minilur for •displace
ment and migration,., herself a Christian, csti mattd that 40.000 Chm .. 
rians left Iraq in the two weeks following the August t ,  2005,. bomh
idp. 

Whettat Christians make up three percent of the cowttryli popula• 
tion, the proportion of its refugee flow into Syria is estimated to be 
somtwhete between 20 and 9 S percent. Looking at the largn piaure11 

one estimate says mat some 40 percent of the community has left since 
1 987, with a census of 1 -t4 million ltaqj Chtiscians. Although Muslim 
leaden uniformly condemn these acts calling them criminal actions, 
this process of attacks appears to be unstoppa ble and appean to be 
leading ro t� decline and possible dir,appearana: of Iraqi Christianity. 
This Sffffl5 all the more like1y given tha r thi!I i, part of a more general 
trend of lslami.su i_n the M iddle East. let me mention a few other cases11 

again leaving Egypt aside .. Bethlehem and Nazarc:th, the most identifi
ably Christian towns anywhere. enjoyed Christian matoriria for nearly 
two millcnia. But this is no longer rhe case; now rhey a re majority Mus
lim towns. In Jm.ualem, the number of Christians oumumbercd Mua• 
lims in 1 922. Today, the- Christian population of Jerusalem is about 
rwo �nt. The s.amc- applies to other pam of Israel. The.re att re--
ports &om the GaHlere rown of T utan quoting a Christian 11ore own�r 
saying: • Most Christians leave a_s soon as they can sc:11 rhcir houses and 
shops. We c.annor live among the Muslims anymore. '!It As one report 
puts it: thtte att mor� Palestinian Christians living in Bayt Jala of 
Chile, th.an in Bayt Jal.a on rhc Wcsr Bank, Bayt Ja]a bein1 untiJ re
cently a Christian town. Prince Hassan of Jordan has noted that today 
mor� Christians from Jerusalem Jive in Sydney, Ausualia th.an in Jeni• 
salcm itself. In Turkey, ihe Christian popularion had numbettd rwo 
million in 1 920 and now numbers a few thoPS.and. In Syria, Chrjstians 
rcpret1mted about one third of the population early last century; today 
they count for less than l O percent. ln l..cbanon.. the numbers went 
&om about 55 percent 70 yean ago to under 30 percent today. 

So the Coptic predicament is by no mca ns unique .. Ar present rates, 
the Middle F.ast Omstiaiu. numbering between 1 2  and 1 S milUon, wil I 
in a decade have �n 1U.bstanrially reduced to the: point thar they wi 11 
have lost their c:ultural •itality and political sipi.ficance. It bean noting 
thar in this disappearance Christians a re rccapirulating an earl ier exo-
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dua some SO � ago,, namely the: Jewish exodus from the Middle
East. The Jews in the Middle East numbered about one million in 1948. 
and today, outside: of Israel, they number ,bou.t 60,000.. If one- takes 
out Iraq and T urkey1 they number about l 0,.000 .. In combinatioai these 
ethnic deaminp of two ancient �Jigiom minorities mark rhc end of an 
era. The multiplicity of Middle Eastern Ii� is being reduced to the ftar 
monotonJ of a single religion and a handful of approved minorities .. 
The entire repoll1 not iust the afftcted minorities, is impoverished b,. 
this now. For many years, the plight of Middle East Christian$ aruactA 

ed linle anention &om the ou.u.ide world. The eady prorecron of their 
interest, the British. French, RUM� and Greek governments as well 
as tbf' Vatican turned away from them and their cunent problems. 
Recendy, � a number of organizations have sprung up includ
ina fflf' sponsors of this conference ro rake up the cause of penecured 
Ouisrians around the world and primarily in Muslim and communitt 
countries .. The signs arc clear in me United Sta[el, for example, wbett 
the- Senate hu ronduacd he.arinp on this 1opic and the Stan= Depart
ment has since 1999 bttn relewng a -survey on religious penecudon 
world-wide. There art many other examples th.at suggest that the once 
,gnored problem i, becoming of interest, and this conference ii among 
those healthy 1igm. 

Fmally� let me u&k about Europe, the third of my three topics .. Ori
ana Fallaci declared iq her new book The Force of RilW-O'lt: •Europe 
becomes more and more a province of Islam,, a colony of blam •. She- is 
right. ChriMianitJt• arKicnt monghold a, givtf11 way rapidly to Islam .. 
�mh.ard Ltwis told Di� Welt in September 2004: •Europa wird am 
Ende des Jahrbundcns islamitdi �in" (Europe wiJJ be Islamic by the 
end of this cmtury)� Two factors primarily contribute to thil world 
shaking development, mis extraordinary, huge development� The first 
is the hoUowma OU[ of Christianity. Europe js increasingly a post
Christian aoday, on� with a diminishing connection to its tradition or 
its historic values. The number of believing. observant Christians has 
collapsed to the point that some observers ca IJ Europe rhe new dark 
continent. Al.ready, analysts estimate that Britain\ mosques host more
wonbippen per week than does the Chun;h of England. But there are 
other f-acton besides the hollowing out of Cluisdanity, decline of Chris
tianity. Tnt second i-1 the binhrare. lndigenou Europeans are dying 

out; sustaining a population requ.itts that each woman bear an average 
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of 2. 1 children. In the European Union, tht overall race is 1 .4 per wom• 
an and it " falling. One nudy finds. should current population trends 
continue and immigration cease, today� population of 37 S million will 
dcc:line to 2 7 5 million within seven ycara. To keep the working popula
tion stable, the EU needs 1 .6 million immigrants e¥ery yeari to sustain 
its present workers-to-retirees ratio, Europe requires an astonishifta 
13. 9 million immigrants aMually� lnro rhis void of declining Christian• 
ity and declining birth.rares are coming Islam and MusJim.s. 

At Cbrisdanity falters, Islam becomes more robust, assertive. and 
ambitious. As Europeans under reproduce and do so at advanced ages. 
Muslims do so in large numbers while." young. Some five percent of the 
EU or ncarfy 20 million persons presendy identify themselves with 
Mua1ims. Shou1d current trends continue, that number will reach 10  
pe-rcent by 2020. If  non•Muslims flee the new l&lamic order as  seems 
likely, the continent could be maiority Muslim within d«.ades� [t is in
teresdng to speculate whar will follow if that happens. Great cathe
dra h, will appear as vestiges of an earlier civilization, and they will be: 
then- so loug as the Saudi style regime does not transfer them into 
mosques. or a Taliban-like regime blows them up. The gttat nationa l 
cultures, Italian, French, Englisht and othen will li kely wither, being 
replaced by a new transnational Muslim identity that me-rges North 
A&ican. Turkish, su bcontinenta I and other elements� Th is prediction is 
hardly new. I am saying th is in 2004. But i n  1 968,. a Brirish politician 
Enoch Powell gave a very famous :sl)ffCh, the "'Rivers of Blood" speech, 
in which he wamed that i.n allowing immigration the United Kingdom 
was heaping up its own funeral pile. His very promising career, hr the 
way, cam� ro an end because of those words. In 1 973, tk F�nch writ• 
er Je:an Ru pail published the Cmlr, of the Sai,rtJ. a novd that ponrays 
Europe fallin, to mauive, uncontrolled immigration from the Indian 
1ubcontinent. The peaceable transformation of a region from one ma
jor cirilization to anoth� whi,c:h is now underway jn this very are-a., has 
no precedent in human history, which makes it eiaiy to ign0tt the fact 
that it is underway. 

My time is up. Let me draw §ome conclusions from tha, p.■nenta· 
tion. l1damism ha., bec:ome on-t of the cenrral i§!:ues in wor1d politics, if 
not the im.te. It is the fon:e behind the violente in tht • war on Terror., 

4 

It i1 the fora behind the rranlformarion of the Middlr Ea.st ftom what 
it was a generation ago to whaf it is today and in particular the: forct 
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behind th.e lkcline of Christian populations m the ttgion. It is the force 
that is moving into Em-ope and taking advar1tagr: of Ewopc"s failurn. 
Unlomuwely" blamism ia also me new global enemy of cirilizarion .. It 
is tht barbarism thar must be fought by all civilized peop� Muslims 
and non-Muslims. It i1 at the core of the problem that the Christians in 
P.gypt face. It is at the core of the probJtm 1:h.at the Chriuiaru ol Europe 
face. 
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