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they happened and when and where they did is not
made clear. This is partly because the book lacks a
sense of the geographical background. This is not
entirely the author’s fault; most of the area is now in
northern Afghanistan or Soviet Turkestan and to-
tally inaccessible to the Western scholar, and even
good maps and photographs are almost unobtain-
able. Nonetheless, the social problems in mountain
regions must have been different from those in oasis
cities or pastoral steppeland. Similarly there must
have been areas where conversion to Islam was
rapid, those where it was much slower, and others
where commercial interests must have affected so-
cial patterns significantly. None of these are fully
discussed by Daniel. Despite this, the book is an
interesting contribution to what must be a continu-
ing debate.

HUGH KENNEDY

University of St. Andrews

Fife, Scotland

DONALD M. REID. Lawyers and Politics in the Arab World,
1880-1960. (Studies in Middle Eastern History,
number 5.) Minneapolis: Bibliotheca Islamica. 1981.
Pp. xix, 435. $35.00.

Donald M. Reid of Georgia State University docu-
ments the rise and fall of lawyers in the politics of six
Middle Eastern countries (Egypt, Syria, Lebanon,
Jordan, Iraq, and pre-1949 Palestine), showing their
significance and indicating that they have a story
more interesting than one might expect.

Lawyers appeared in the Middle East only a
hundred years ago, when European powers ac-
quired a major role in local politics in the area.
Indigenous legal systems had given virtually no
scope to lawyers, but the European powers estab-
lished new court systems that required them. These
new tribunals included the Mixed Courts (which
handled European interests), consular courts (spon-
sored by European diplomatic delegations), and
national courts (which covered the local population
except in regard to personal status and a few other
matters).

Schools of law opened to answer the need for
lawyers, beginning in 1868 with the School of
Administration and Languages in Egypt. Lawyers
then quickly acquired political importance: “The
rise of the profession in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries coincided precisely with
the heyday of Western commerce and conquest in
the Middle East” (p. 395). Reid shows how the
European presence fostered this development. Law-
yers dominated the parliaments sponsored by Euro-
pean powers after World War I, they defended local
interests against European encroachments, they en-
joyed the confidence of the powerful landed class,

Reuviews of Books

and they had vigorous writing and rhetorical skills;
as a result, lawyers were able to dominate the
political life of these Arab countries for a genera-
tion, from about 1930 on.

Their major role in the fight against colonialism
led lawyers to expect substantial rewards in the
period of independence. But they were disappoint-
ed, for the skills and connections that made them
central to politics under European rule were nearly
irrelevant later. Parliaments lost out to the armed
forces and lawyers gave way to military officers;
legal concerns lost out to economics and lawyers
were pushed aside by engineers and economists.
Reid chronicles the sharp decline of lawyers during
the 1950s and foresees no likelihood of their return
to power.

The author marshals a great mass of information
in a clear and intelligent manner. But he writes in a
plodding manner (for example, he ritually depends
on “let us now turn to” or “we can now turn to” as a
way of signaling a transition from one topic to
another [pp. 13, 34, 94, and so forth]), and he
overwhelms the reader with a barrage of small facts.
Unless one is fascinated by the minutiae of bar
association rivalries in Syria and career patterns in
Jordan, four hundred pages of dense prose, charts,
and tables will probably prove dauntingly long and
boring.

Lawyers and Politics is the fifth volume in a series of
“Studies in Middle Eastern History” published by
Bibliotheca Islamica. This series also includes Reid’s
first book (a study of a turn-of-the-century Arab
intellectual), and books on the first Persian revolu-
tion, the Aqquyunlu, and seventeenth-century judi-
cial administration in Egypt. Scholars of the Middle
East should be grateful to the publishers of Biblio-
theca Islamica for making studies available that
otherwise, due to their extremely narrow scope,
would probably go unpublished.

DANIEL PIPES
University of Chicago

AFRICA

IRIS BERGER. Religion and Resistance: East African
Kingdoms in the Precolonial Period. Summary in
French by M. D’HERTEFELT and D. CANNEEL.
(Annales, series IN-80, Sciences Humaines, num-
ber 105.) Tervuren, Belgium: Musée Royal de
I'Afrique Central; distributed by Humanities Press,
Atlantic Highlands, N. J. 1981. Pp. xv, 181. $14.00.

Iris Berger deepens knowledge of many societies of
western Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, and northwest-
ern Tanzania by clarifying the relationships between
religious change and other aspects of social and
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