
Mrs. Peters's Palestine: An Exch~nge' 
To lhl! l:.i iltor$: the main ar~ o f Jewish ~te ltltmc:nt . How can Pale:; tinc iu the mid· IM9(k i.s not the la~ t won.J , 

It hus becmite open stasou on Joan Peters's 
1-"'rom Timt! h11m~morir~l: The Origitu of 111~ 
Ara/J .Jewish Cotiflil:t Over Palestine, although 
Yeho.shua Porall t's review (N YR, January 16) 
is one o f the more restr ained o f the a1111cks 
IIJ)OU it mad e: in the past riflecn months or so . 
Mrs . Peters has hrouwht this upon herself to a 
lbrgc cxtc:lll , for . as I wr01e in my review of tht: 
bMk in The New Republi!'·of April 23, 1984, 
"'many of its va luable points a re buried in 
pus~gcs o f fu rious argumc:m;uive O\-'trkill .'' 
ami 1oo mud1 o f it1. mbre chan 600 (>u~es is 
gi \' t ll over to very Ctlnvemiona l polemics. 
Siucc 111cn , Sl)niC p;tticnt rc~earchers have 
found numerous exam111e.s 0 1 sloppiness in her 
scholan hip and a.n occasio nal lendency n~c w 
Kfa~p 1he correc1 meaning of a C(,)ntext from 
wlL k h she has cx1racted a quoouiou . All in all, 
her book is mark ed - and marred - by an ovc:r
cagerne~s to S~.:orc a t1Ui$ t! and definitive 
polemica l triumph , which has caused her 100 
o ft en to lea "'c prudence and rciiJ)Onslbilhy 
behind . 

Uut I he fa<: t remain~ lh;u there is an origina l 
uucl significant argurnenl n1 the heart o f her 
bduk , and this has scarcely been dealt wiah by 
cru lc~ . ap;sn fr om Mr. Porath, who onjy 
weo~kly cha llenged it. He writes: 

Mu~h or Mu. Pcler ~·s book argues that Ill 
I he same time rh at Jewish imm ii ll!.l io n In 

Pa leslinc was ri .siug, Arab immi,grMtion to 
lhe pan:; llf Pal~tine where Jews had 
scaled also increased . Thtrefore, in her 
vitw, the Arab cla im thilt an indigeno us 
Arab populat ion was di:iplact:d by Jewish 
immigrant s must be fulsc, since many 
AHtbs only arrived with th.: Jews. 

Thi~ is a corn':ct summary o f her main point, 
whic h , as Mr . Porath justly recognius, stands 
on very pr obl ~:mouica l terrain - the demo
~ru phic history o f modern Palestiue, a subject 
I hal "cunnut be sununed Ul> briefly," according 
w Mr . Porath , who adds however that " its 
main fea iUrt~ arc clear enough and they ure 
.very diffe rent from the fa nciful descriprion 
M rs. Peters gi"'c:~." But e:w:cc pl for men tioning 
unc wnkly crit icized statistic of Mrs. Peters's 
rcgu rdmg Palc~tinc demography iu the 
IH90s - wilh whkh I shall deal bdow - Mr. 
Po ra th doc:s uo1 so on 10 dcmonsuatt any 
!tignin canl d iffc1ena bet ween ht r view of tha t 
h istory and his own . O n the contrary , he joins 
her in accepti ng clear indkau ons of wh a t the 
llritish M~u1da10ry amho litie& deemed an "ab

normally high (and possibly unpr«c:den ted)" 
rat e of incrr.ase in the Arab population in 
rno~krn 1i1ue~ . The difference belwecn lhem 
lie-1 simply in the reason auianed' ! or this 
gtowth . Mr . P o ra th agree$ with the Bciti1h 
uuahor icies in auributiug i1 to "natural in
ctt·a.~e" at a rule 1reatly accekrated by im
pru>~emems in health facililiet. , whereas Mr, . 
Peters ir"i&ts 11 can only be acoourncd for in 
full by the immi~&ruion fac10r. 

Uu fortun11rcly, tltc 8rhish, while keeping 
thOH:I UIIh f \X(IfdS or J .;wb h i nunj~ratiOII, did 
nnt keep a lly fur Arab' miaratins overland 
hno the country , so ~rs . Pctcn has had tu 
resort co dn:umst:uuiltl evidence:, infaence, 
and deduction 10 mRk e her cau. A~ Mt. 
Punuh puts it , "she tuu apparcmly searched 
thtough documents for any 61atement 10 the 
d fcct tha t Ar w.bs c:mered l'ale.stine ... And ir 
must be gramed that she has uchicved tunplr: 
rc.lu lu , tho ugh , or oour~ . the .stau:men ts she 
hu s collec ted are impressionistic and havt: no 
sta tislkaJ value. Mr. Porath Lhr:rdore main
ttlins that "even if we put together all the cases 
she cites, one crurnot ~pe the concltuion 
ttuu most o f · lhe growth of the Palestinian 
Arab communit y rq.ulted from a process of 
n:u urai iuct easc.!' Out he goa no further than 
this fia t asscllion o f his opini on ;~gwins:l hers in 
~.:ltallenglllg Mrs . P~teu's main a raumc.nt . 

Y el neither he nor-"auy of the detracto n I 
have read has ud.: cn on the mosc •tri~iug of her 
demonstrat iom in flii .Ji or of her cas.e, dealing 
with 1he phenomen n she eaHs "io-migru. · 
tiun"- that is, the movement of Arabs rro~1 
othru pan~ o f Pa lestine into the main arena of 
Jt v.•ish seulenu:JU. She .shuws !hat in !he yean 
lll9J to 1947 , while !he Paleslinian Arab 
population slishtly more thttn doubled in areas 
where no Jews were sculed, it quintupJ~d in 

th i.Ji d ifference be: accounted for witho ut in~ it i.!l a t any ra t~ much clo,;cr 10 corr tt.1 than the 
eluding An1b mi.:rau on as a factor1 

This panir.ular demonslration, it should fur· 
ther be poin!td out, is: in no wu y liffected by 
the debate that ha~ arisen over Mrs. Peters's 
use o f a so urce on Pales1inian popuhuio u in 
the 1890s thai somr hu vc fo und q ue!ltiouable 
(including Anthony Lewi~ . in o. wOc:fu l mi s· · 

paraph rase o r t he re levam p~age, in Til .. 
Ntw York Ttmes of Jaouaf)' 13 , 1986) . Still , it 

' is woit h dwelling on that mau er r'or a mo
mcru, !Iince M rs . Peters's llppro ach 10 the 
pro blem had more mtrit than her critics how e 
allowed . Pur!luing her case back 10 the earliest 
siKnificant example for whi o.: h !here was evi
d ence, Mr.s . ['elcrs sta les tha t in 1893 about 
91 ,000 non-Jews were livin& within the mai n 
a~eas of Jewis h seulcmem, alonHslde u Jewish 
Jlopulation tha i s he gives as just under 60,000. 
If correct, these ligures would indicate that , tu 
far back IU 189), the Jew1 not only wece 
a lreosdy far from being a small minorit y in the 

a reas where I hey bud settled , but wer e even - if 
one divide& the non-Jt:wish populutio n into 
Muslim and C hrislian-the latgett ain"lc: 
group there . 

Rut here is the problem. Whttca.i hc:r fiaure" 
lot no n-Jewli in thili pasuae a re based on tht 

o Hicial O u oman censu5 of 1¥93, which is 

Htnerally considered by achulan to be reliable: 
"''ilh certain qualiftcntions , her Jewish popula
tio n fiaure docs not come from that source 
which counts o nly 9,1H 7 Jews in all of PaiCl· 
tine! lns1ead, she ha& 1urncd for her Jewish 
figure to a fr~nch tnweh.:r and lltollrapher of 
thou era , Vita l C uintt, whose statistical 
estimates have undergone some severe schol
tuly criticism in our own lime . Ycl Mrs . Pe1ers 
uffcn instanceli in which C uinet '' fiau rct are 
no1 far from those of the Ouoman ~mus, and 
the only serious discrepancy between the two 
iOurces rep rdine, the matt.oriu l she ul.ti is in tile 
Jewish population count . Why, then, in lhis 
one lnlllllc:e , has 1he comidc:red il permi!liblc 
lo c:schcw Jhe Ounmau .statist I\: In maldua her 
c.sc? 

Obviously ltec:auK, in thi' hutam:e, the 
Ouoman fiJJure is patendy nbflurcl. A aood 
d eal or responsible, if impressionist ic , COUIU · 
Ina of the Pnlenine popuhnion had b""n done 
b,y, that time, and the general C:Ol\JCIJsus am a na 
Western observ~: rs wat than the J ewish popula
tion of Jerusalem ajonc ~as something more 
than double I hue of t.he o fficial O ttoman fistuc: 
for the Jewisl1 population of the who le ~Olin· 
11 y. But ho w could such a huat diS<;repancy 
huve come about7 Mrs . Peters offers an ex
planution , quo ted in a ll f.Urn ess by Mr . 
Porath, tha t md:e~ a good deal ~>( sense: "'The 
Ottoman Census, .. she wr iles, "app:art nl ly 
rqbtercd only known Ouom11n subjects; since 
most · Jews had failrxt to oblain Ouoman 
citizenship . . , , a n:presentalive figure of the 
~,altltinian Jewish populalion could not be ex
trapolated from the 1893 ct:nsus ." his a pity 

that Mr.a. Peters has hurled thi~ sou1ld bit o f 
rcasonin,g ill an obscure pan of her book - as a 

footnole · wilh in &n apper1dix - 'o tha l her 
uoher&J~ $witch in cbe m.&in t ext from the 
Ouoman fig urr.s to C uinet's has the look or a 
t.USpc.ct sleight -of-hand maneuver, which h~ts 

therdore g~:utrattd a good deal o r hostilit y. I 
can only add in lhh: connecuon I hat , even if 

Cuinet 's fi aure for the: Jewish pop uUition o f 

Ouow an oue. 
8ut the only place at which I find Mr. 

f)or a ah's otherwise fai r-mi nded re .,.iew de

scending into t il L· kind o f imbalance that has 
!Jccu d i,;plny&i by Mr~. Petcn's more 'Idle · 

ment detractors i5 m l1 ilo rr rnurks abo ut 
"references to the Alllbs surwundm.: 1hcm 
ever ywhere iu Pales1inc:" rnadc in t h i.~ wntings 
o f earl y Zion1st scu leu . lnlhc fir s• plan:, Mr~. 
Peters luu not overlooked Ashe r Oru)•arw v's 
collection or some o f tht.sc wruinHs. as Mr. 
Poralh suagests &he has: she q uotes from ic on 
page 2S2, with full cil a tion in I he cud uotes. 
But, whal h far more irnt>Ortont, Mr. Pomth'~ 

itnUHC: of .. Ar a bs surro unding. them cv;.·ry
where" is tendentious. Let rnc quote two re te· 
vant pllSSj.jC5 from tlle nmuutrs 11f one o f 
those tarly Zio nist senlers. Rachel Vannait 
Ocn ·Z vi. Dcscrib ini her ftr~ t aru va l iu 
PajeHinc in 1908, she w ri 1 c~ o f wal~inK 

thro ugh the utterly Arab pm t wwn of JaHa: 

T he: streom of pc:dcstrla us pushed u~ into 
the m~tin street . Up the .1 tf te l strode ;1 

ca mel, stretchins its m:~ k . ih uo.llllb 
t}Utverina, ~n i ffina , it& hump hc:ilVUlg anti 
fa lliua . A Beduin led it on a rope . I fell 
like areetina the man of the desert be~.:.-.u ~c 

out fottfllther s. hud bc:en so like him . 

So much fot Arab-filled J11ffa and man y 
.smaller communitit~ bc~idc~ . N1lW here ~he i .~ a 
few days later, on the tr a in from J:. fru w 
Jeruulem 1 jU51 pasl 1111: k amlc ~l a tion : 

Desolate stretches of unc uhi va~t:d field s 
spread all the way co the horizon . up tO 
the fa r off Sarn11rian hill s vt!> ible thwush 
a bluish haze . The siiihl o f all th e harren 
HTOUJUI filled me with a kuul of joy -· joy 
tiHI.I fate had kept tht $Oil of Judea uuiu · 
habit cd and unworhd . .. In my mind'~ 

e)' t I saw it brousftt puck lu life by the 
hand" of Jew$ returnin& hom far away. 

In the li&hl of n chly human obsen ·a tiom like 
rhcse , it seem.~ fa tuous to depict' u Palc~ t i ne .11 
the turn o f th t: cen tury citl•cr empt y of 1\ro•hs 
or covered a ll over with them , deptudiug on 
the j k)~t.ition o ne lake~ in t he debate about ~·II ) . 

P eters's findings. 

Ron!llld Sanden , 1 

New York C ity 

Joan Peters's From 'lime Immemorial h:u , 
broadly ~peak ina. been r«:ci.,.c:d ill twu ways at 
two times. Early rc:vicws treat ed her hook as a 
serious ..:ontribuliOI• 10 the :.tudy of the Ara b
luacli connict and late one~ dismi ~ scd u aio 
propa,ganda . Co rning almost 1wo ye.m. after 
the boo k'$ publication, Profe~)Or Yehoshua 
Porath's review in your January 16, 19Ab i'~ut 
probably c lo.se5 the sa:nnd round . As one or 
I hose who reviewed the bu~Jk whtn it fi1 st 
uppcnr«< - and who wl:l• rdc11cd 1~ ror rhi, 
reaS\IIl lu Prof enOl' l'ora th'~ review - I slwuld 
HI thh ti me lik e to commem o n the debt~tc . 

The diHen::nce betwec=n the two ruund.t i~ 

not hard 10 explain . Mo51 early reviewen , in 
d udina my~elf , focu sed on lhe •uh~Uu1ce •Jf 
Mi~s Pctcn:'s cenlrMithesh ; th e later t ·ev icwu~. 

in ~.:onuaat, emptua.siud the fault s - technical, 
hiitorical, and literary - in Mi~s Pttcn's book. 

I would not dispuu: the exis te11ce uf those 
fauhs . f Tom Timt! lmmt>mur;al (j U (II t:~ cure
lelidy, Ulitlo stalistics slo ppily, and ignure• in
convenient facl.s. Mu ch of the boo k i ~ in rlc
vant w Mi u Pet ers's ct n\lal thc)is . The 
author's li ogu i~tic and scholar ly ll.l llh llc s arc 
o pen w que.slion . Exccs~i vc usc o f (ji:Otll tion 
marks, l'Ccentric footnote~ . aud a f>llltlll ical, 
soru!O!what hysterical undcn one 111ar llu:: boule 
Jn short, From Time lnmrrmoriul stamh out 
as an appallingly ~.: ra fted book. 

Grantin& all thi5, the fal!l remain) t h ~~o l the 

hook prcserns a thesis 1h ~~o t neithe.- r•ro tessor 
Porath no r any other rc\·icwer bas ~o fa r ~w: 

ceetled in refill ing . M1ss Pe1ers ') ct 111 ra l thesi~ 
is that a sub~tamia l inunigra ti•m of A•ahs 10 
P».lestine lOO k p luo.:c duriug the fint · h~l r o r the 
1wentie1h ce111ury . She: )Upporl:'i this argument 
witlt an ar ray of demow raphic sta tistic:; and 
cuntemt .orury accounts, the: bulk of which 
have not been questioned by any reviewer, iu
cludina Profcu:or P onuh . 

1"'h~ New York Review 

Nw t,·t hdt·"· l 't<.>l n~ur !'!)ruth dl .1m l~es hrr 
•1~ umeu t .t., "fa lh'lful " H ~ ~.1)' ~ 1h,11 "t he lll;l ll \ 
it'a.lll ll" tOr Ar~b pO jHII iJ IIUII ~row t h i ~ that 
t\: ab lmth~ IC III OHIICd ~ I C .Id }' Wh ih; ll lf,tn t 1111 11 

tal u y ik .:rt•:h cd . lie coru.: lu 1.k~ th:..l the muvc
uh:nt o i ll<.lpulauo n was rHH ~Jgnificalll in com
par '~'m w1rh n:.. 1u ra l1ncr~a~e . 

No ... . 1he1e ca n l>e no q ue~t1o n llmt llll 

pi tl \(.' ll iCJII ~ in •• Led tea l conditiO!\ ~ i:Onlrlhutl"il 
h l thl' llh' tl' il:.l' 111 Arab [m pui:IIIOII. Uut ir ~ ~ 

IIll i JUJUH:dtat d y dc:1r thou dcd itung infn m 
Hl\)JI :.. ht y .,..,h ll hJH' im1101 ta !H lh.&n inuuigra · 

l i Wr I' IHicl~Uf" 1'111il lh a)~crh tlli.~ but he dot·~ 

IIUI JlrOviiiC the ev tde m:e ll C\.C:.~a ry 10 con \' lf ll:t 
a reader. 

T tw d • ~ pr oo f ot Mil~ Pl."te r ~·s t hesi) req uires 
a d c t aJI~d lfh jUJJ )' 11110 birt h ;tu d d t :Hh record~ . 

unmi gra llllll aud cmigratio u rc:giMc:J:'J , l'mploy-
11\cnt ru lb . nomad1• sctH cmc Ht pa ttern s. and 
so lorth . ~~~~ may be wrong ; b tH this wiH be 
proven o nl y when a nmhl'f rcsca ro.: her g<Xs 

th rou.:h the CVJdc nce aud l ihJWS th ai immigra
u on w.t ~ un1 mponan1. The cKrl lc llt.:e or 
ab~cn .:c of l a rgc -~l·a le Arab Jntllligra lio n to 
l'ale ~ t ine has lt•llhmg to do, \ If cour~e. wi th 
M1 ~l 1' ~·1 crs'~ nmii>~C) or the ob ~o0 ious ~h un 

~oming~ of her b<lilk . T he fach ubo ul popula· 
thm chs ug~· will not he es1a bh~ hed by heaping 
...:-urn >.Jn MJ:.!:. Peter~. onl y by guing hack to 

Fa uh y presc ru a tL IJ II nolwuhstandiug, Mis~ 

Pca· r :.·~ h ypot heM ~ is 11n the table; 11 ~ ~ incum 
bent o n her ~· 111 i cs Ill Cc:lt ~t.' lht name-tailing 
:wd makt u scn~J u ~ efforr 10 sho w lwr wrons 
h)' dernn m1 ra ung thai man y thou.lrtnr.ls u f 
Arabs d id not <' lnlgr"te to Pale:,tule in the 
pertod unrJer quesu on. 

Until )U!.:h happens , what is one 10 think '? Is 
the re rea~un 10 aco.:ept Miss Peters's versio n of 
C:'Ytut s? 1 bclie\•c: so : even 1hough From Time 
lmmrmunal dCH:'~ not place: Arab immig nu iou 
to l)alcstine in a historical ~untcxt , il is nm 
hard to find a rationale for their movemenl. 
The Arabs who went to Palesline sought eco
nom k opponunil )' created by I he: Zionists. As 
t::u ropeam . the Zi om~ IS brought with them 10 
Paku ine resou rces ant1 skill s fa r in ad va nce o f 
anyching fXI.~)C S!>Cd by the lo.:al pop'uhu ion . 
kw~ iuitia tcd IHI'Ya nced econom k acaivitics 
lh.tl created JObs a nd we<1hh and drew t\cahs. 
Zro ut M.l rc)e mblcd tlw Uri t1sh . Gtrma n~ . and 
Oltll'l EtiiO[>crt fl ) o l llhldCIII li 1nc) wt1<1 settled 
iu ~ randy pupu la tcd . trca~ - A11sl raha , ~out h 

cr n A f1 i..:a , m lhl' Au1erio.:au Wc )t · · at HI then 
.ulr actc:d I he i nd tgcn ou~ (>cllp lt:~ 10 t h cm ~d ves. 

There 1 ~ reall y nothing )U rpr i) JflS in a ll 1hh; 

a nJ b e<.: .A li St 11 n ru k c~ suo.: h g~Jutl lt" ll ~c. I put 
~· ~ · cJcncc 111 the a rgument that su b.~ l am ial 

numhcrs o f A rabs movetl h) P a lc)tirh· I will 
a.IJtht my view~. o t course. l hOniJ t·ompc lliu !l 
(' \ u.k n~·e be f•mnd tu ~ how otherwise. Uut th i) 
will 1equ1rt 1hat Mi~~ Petc:n '.1 crit ks go bcyund 
[\ llk m •Cl and lll! luull )' prove her the) il wriJ II I! . 

Na \ !1l W:u Col k g< 
N<wpun, Rh.ldc bla nd 

\'rho!>hUII Puntlh n •t1/ie.s: 

lhniel Pipes 

lr• lt'pl y to i\ 1r. Sa n.kr~. I am !IOJr)l 1\l ha "'e 
nverluoke .. t 1hc: one •d o.:tence in M• ~ . Pctt:n:'s 
htklk 10 Druyanov's l'1'Ho:lion . It is , ho wever , 
dHlnlc tedMk 1J / her 10 ha ve tguured a ll the 
tll illl)' thtS~ijc~ in his two votmue.s referrin g to 
I he prcscuo.:c o f /u ah.llivins in I he lU eth where 
Je"'· ~ had seuled . 

·1 h ,H • ~ ol cou1 se a minor (l~Jint . 1\tuch mo re 
.li ~•ull..:um . 1n Mr. Sanden rishtly nmes, is 
Mn Pttc:r ~ ·~ demographic argumenL I did uo t 
Wlll\t t O dt:\'OI C: 11 large: pan o f Ill y ICVrCW tO 

lh ~~ ~~ )~ i ng I he 1893 )t a tistics >Ill the 1111/llbcrs o r 
Mu)lum, Chri st iAm . aud Jews li ving in aU o f 
l'alc}lllle 1lt 111 the an:a5 where J ew~ seulcd . 
Unl1ke o tht r revie wt:rs I prefern:d to argue 
with M n. Pcten's hasic conl·epts , cxpla na

tio tb , lind metho<b . Howev.:r , Mr. Sande r s ·~ 

fau -uunded lclle1 rr<1uira ~omc conunent ou 
lirllhl&rat) lu~· J)Suc~ . As he 1\Ui o , Mrs. Pet ers '.s 
d a LIIh nhout At<tbs entcrina Palt:stme "arc irn
p!e:umm u•c. and have no n ari, lical value ." 

M1 P11lC:• apparently btlkv~ they du but he 
V.•"" no ' il«lfa ~· evidenct: o f a ~substaruial 
JHI¥faii1Jil of A r<lb~ to tl al c:M inc: . ~ 1 will 
thcfd(lt e ~. :om1der "·hal Mt Sa nder~ cull ~ '1 ht 
111~ 1 u o Lani o f het demomt ratwm in fa~or 
of her catc" - taef" dainl chat bet v.·cen lli'Jl and 
l9-t1 'he Jl&lcilimUt Arab pop ulat ion q uin· 
lu.pk:d i.n the: maJA ar-c:aa of Jcwbh &«tkmem, 

Mart:lt Jl, IAA! 



cout rury to the: :.tatistics in the Ouom~tn 

I.:COSU!io . 

I ocvcr duimt d , however , that the IR9J Ot. 
IOilHUI ..:cnsus figure: of the num ber of Jews liv
nt t~l ll l'ulestinc (IJ,HI7) is ~.:o rre..:c nor do fac
cc:pt tlmt the Oll o man figure fo r the Mu~lims 

(37 1.95'.1) , also cited by Mrs. Pcu:rs from am 
arud c by 1\ . Karpat , ' h ..:orr tl:L As Rll 
~tudtu ts of On oman history know, on ly after 
IYfi'J dtd the "Young Tur ks" guvcrmn cnt begin 
to d ra ft C hr istiuu a nd Jewish !io llbjccb u f the 
Ou vtll .tll l: mpu e into the arm y. Therefore: , 
umit th;u dll tc, it \~.' U S mai nly the Mu~lim~ wh o 
hiid BOOtl rcasou not to rcg t ~ ICI their names 

with the .:.:cnsus a uthorities o r, for that ma il er, 
wit h u. ny o ther offici al authorities, since 
rcgislrat ion tuad c thrm easy prey f01 the drafl 
o l11ccr:.. The same fear prompted thent to 
avOid the land registers too - wilh disastrous 
resu lts for thei r propert y riglul>. 

As n result the o ffk tal Ouom:an figure for 
the Chris ti.Jw population (42.689} looks fai rly 
a~curate, whereas the fiaure for the Muslims is 
underest imated . The Jews were cen&inJy 
uudcn::ountcd in th11t census, since all thc: 
Jc whh newcomers were fureian muio nal.s who 
chcrh hcd their p rivileged s tatu~ under the 
otJl•tula to ry regime and would ha \'e refused tu 

have anythin& to do wuh the cem.us authorit ies. 
W t do have pl11usible c~thmucs u f the POtJtt· 

la twn in PaiC$tinc in the very thoroullh 
.utaly~h: by A. Ruppin o f the economy tmd 
so.: ic1 y of Syria und l'a lc:.ttne on the eve of . 
Wo rld War I (Syrit>ll Als WirJ$<·ha.Ji.fgebitt, 
Berlin. 1911 and 1920). Pro fcs.soi· Ruppin was 
au ouhtandina demographer and sodologiot 
and the head of the Palestine O ffi ce of the 
World Zionist Organization in Palestine . No 
o ne ctJuld accuse him or ~uperficial work or o f 
alll i·Z.tonist bias. His figure for 1he population 
o f all Palestine (the three distrkh o f Acre, 
Nablus , and Jeruaalc:m) is 689,2/S, a~ agaiu!ot 
42S ,802 in the: 189) Ottoman censu, , the: 
number prestmed in K11rpat's anir.::lc: . Ruppin 
and a ll other Jewish sources I 11.m aware of 
a~rec that the number of Jews living 111 

P alestine: just before World War I wa~o betwun 
80,00(1 and 8S,OOO. • That m:.kes the number 
of non ·Jews living in Pale5tiru: a little more 
600,000, as against the Ottoman census iigure 
of abo ut 41 S.O<XJ. 

The main flaw in Mr.s. Peters's argument:. , 
which l\1r . Sanders seems to accept, is hl!'r 

.stat ement (ill Mr. Sander.s'~ word s) "that in 
1g93 abo ut 92,000 non.Jews were living in the 
mam area of Jewish settlement ; alo ngside a 
Jewish population that she sivcs a.s ju~t under 
60,000." Sy 1947, she a rgue.s, the number of 
non. Jc:ws in those tareas had qu imupled while 
in Olht• r areas of Pak~ tine it o nly sliahlly more 
tha u double-d . This difference, in her 11iew, cnn 
be ac\'(JIIIlt ed for onl y by the factor of Arab 
mil'ratitlll . But how did Mrs. Jlt"tc:rs arrive at 
the number of the non· Jews in "the Jewish· 
sell led area s" of Palestine for 189371-!er claim 
that 1here were abnut 92,000 no n·Jc:w .. is rullde 
on page 250 of her book and the reade1 is 
rc:ferred there fot the iourcc to Appendix V. 
H owever, in the appendix no source: b given . 
Onl )' in the next appendi lt devoted to meth · 
oliulon dt )Cs she claim that &he u1u:d '"Turkish 
CC: IISU) fiaures .. (p. 427). Uut in the rootnotes 
I•• ehuptc:rs 10- 12, where the composition of 
the Pa lc~tinc population during the ninctec:"nth 
cc:utu ry is diM::uued, no rcrch!ncc: i• made I ll 

the Ouom1u1 archives where Mn. Peters 
would, if she had .:on~ulted them , hne fouftd 
the rc:turm• o f the Ou oman censuses of 1893 
anti I 'liS thai she II~) Ul t\[}pCndilt V. 

The Ouoman cerJSU¥ rehlrii S, in fa .:t, were: 
never published. Therefore Mn. Peten co ulll 
usc them only by referrina 10 a secondary 
suurcc:' based o n research in the Ouoman M
('hivcs. Ahd indeed that is the ca.e whh lhe 
anick by"'-emal Karput quoted by Mn: . Peter:s 
and d tetJ above . Karpat 's fiaures are given, 
presuma bly as thcv appear in the Ottoman 
census ret urns, a~.·cordina 10 subdistncu 
(KolQ) . lt ' i.s imponible to ucert&in from the 
figures hC~ciEc:s whicb of ~~ Ottomau 5~~ 
11\. Karpat , "'uoman population rccordl: and 
lht Censu.o} r 1881/82- 1893," fJMES, VQI. ?. 
(19781 . pp~ll7-274. 
1Sec: pages• 14 and 15 of Ruppin's book and 
abo\ for CXII.mpk: , Alex Bcin, The History of 
lit~ 'Ziomsr Seukmenr ('l'd ·Aviv, 1954), pp. 
14- l's andY . Slutsky et al. , TM Hiuory of the 
HG1turah , Va t. I (fei-Aviv, 1960), p . ;IS 
(both in Heb,-cw). 

di&tric11 of Palettine correspond to whu.t Mrs. 
Peters defined as " the Jc wistHeUied areas" or 
Palestine. llur one does find ~uc h a chanr.c· 
ttriwtion or Ouuman subdi)tdcu in lhe work 
by Vital C ui net mentioned in Mr . Sanders's 
letter. And if one consults Cuinct's book to 
find where in r•aJestint, in 1893, S9,4JI Jew~ 
(the number quoted by Mrs. Peten on page 
2Sl of her book) wert living, o ne find~ that ex· 
acdy the same number is given for the ag· 
greaate of Jews living in the &even subdistricu 
(Kaw) of Acre, l-laifa, Tibtrias, Safed, 
Nuareth, . J~tffa, and Jerusa lem. Conse
quently, we no w kno w procisely what Peters 
defines as .. the Jewish ·seulcd areas"; she is 
evidently referrin g IU the seven Olloman sub
di.stricts mtntionOO by Cuintt. 

Now we must ctmsider the number o f no n
Jews livina in 1ho.se area!>. According to Mrs . 
Peters (t~.gain on page 2SI), and iipparemly 
Mr. Sanders accepts her view , they numbered 
about 92 ,100, or which ne111ly JS,IXXl were 
Chriatiaru (1nakiR.K the number of Muslims 
about $4,300). But• the Ottoman census fiaures 
in karpat's table (paaes l6land 271 of his arti
cle) aive the numbc:t" of Mu¥1inu '" 1 S8,379 
and of the Christ'iuns u 39,884, makina a total 
nwnbc( of 198,263 non-Jews in "'the Jewish 
sctlltd areas." If we use Cuine1's own fiautC$ 
we stJII do not set an estimate of the nou· 
Jewish population that brinss UJ much closer 
to the nu"inbcr of non·Jcws claimed by Mrs. 
Pcten. According to Cuinct'1 data on the: 
aevcu Onoman subdlstrlcls cOiliJlri ttina .. the 
Jewidt·KIIIed art.as" we have ll4,6tki Musli111 ~ 
and 61,964 Christians, a toral of Ul6,26) 
non·Jewa. ' 

Ohvioualy, these fiJ&urcs are more tban dou· 
ble tbc fiaurc: of 92,000 non-Jews gi vt:n in Mrs. 
Peters's book . One could a raue that the actual 
area defined by Mr!o. Peters as .. the Jewish
aeuled areas" is smaller than the total area 
covered by tbe seven subdiJtri..:111 lis1ed ubo\'t, 
and the~ map publi~;hed on paac 246 of her 
book indicates ~uch n poss.ibUity, Btu if 1hia 
were the aaac. nowhere in her main tat or in 
lhc methodoloakalappt'ndlce• (V and VI) did 
Mrs . Petus bother tu explai n 10 her readers 
how me manqed to break down the Ottoman 
or Cuht~'a fiaure& imo smallt"r unit1 1han sub· 
diJtricu. A1 far as I kno w no fl.a;ura for tbe 
uoita sntallcr than subdimicu (NahiD; the 
parallel of the French commune) , ooverinB the 
area of OUoOl.IUl Pal~tine, wcte ncr pobliahc:d. 
Therefore I can't H.void the conclu.cion th1U 
Mrs . Peters's figure.~o were, at l~t . blUed on 
aut~swork an~ au extrunrly tendentious 
IUCUWOfk at lbal. 

J would ltdd that even a .superfici11.l alancc at 
C..\U.nct'i flJurc:s should muke any scriomi his
torian recoil rrom uswa them. While the offi
cial Ouoraan fiaures for the Muslims arc:
underesdmated for the rea5ons 1 earlier ex· 
plaintd, Cuinet 's ;ue much mo re so. Aa far us 
hil fit~urC1 fo r the Chrhtiam are concuned , 
their main naw• are nut only their inflltttd 
cbaracta- but abo the distortion in rhc: 
cstifi\1-ttli he .&iva f<1r the '"ariuus Chci!itiao 
commuoi..,. . first, C uiuet found hardly any 
Gta:k Onhodo& C hristhuu livina in P•lcstinc. 
(430 jn l~e fiai (.a suhdislrict it.nd 169 in the 
Jama'iq •.u\dlsrrWt of the Nablu.s district). But 
by all other a~coun11, thi1 community wu the 
lurae~t tinlk Ch.ri~i111 community livlna in 
Palt~ne at the: cod of the ninett:cnth century ; 
indeed , it is nUl the larac" JiUCh community in 
the combined ltrritory of pracut-W&y Israel, 
the (M.Xupicd Westlknk, and lhe Oaz.t striJl. 

Sn:ond.Jy , C uinet daime~ that aubstanrial 
numbers of Syrian Ortllodox C hristians (about 
se\'en thousand) were liviuA; throuahoua 
PMitsline , whercws in fillet thil. Chrinhm com
munity wus hardly to be found in Palesline ar 
41J . hs only presence in the country w11s tt 

small monastery in Jeru"'lem. And thirdly aud 
most 11.bsurdly, Cuinel claimed that prcciscly 
five Uwu•and Maronitcs, who au\ountc:d 10 10 
P"Cent of the population of the diJtritt , wc:re 
living in the district of Nablus . Hu1 u ~one 
knows M~tronittl were to be Couod in the Mid
dle F.ast only in Mount Lebaaon . The 911ly e~t
ceptions were n clu.iter o f villqes in Cypn•s 
and one viUa1e and half a village in the upper
moil Galilee in northern Palestine (Bir'am and 

'V. Cuinel , Syrie. Lilxm t>l PaluliM (Pari~. 
1896), pp . 100, 106, 110, 114, 117, 627, and 
66) . 

Ji11h ill h:rycJ o f tOlla y). a tlu c ... t e"ltiCmiOil uf 
the Lebanese st10nghu\d . Nu t\·huonitcs wer e 
lo I)C found in the: N01. bh1) dt)tli.: t ilthl no o thc• 
writer clauned that they were. Cutncl'5 
mist~tkes were tJcliherarc\y malle iu o rder w 
prO\Ic that Pa\cstiue, as much as Lebauon and 
S yria, should be put tUHJer f re rtch prutt.'(" tion . 
H1~ a llit.ia well kn own rand reQ uires th:J.i hi) 
n1wterial he usctl with ~rea l cauawn. 

Since: we arc kft with no 11Uuml bll3is fm 
Mrs . Peters'!. figures for the population m the 
.. Jewish-)tlt\ed areas" an H1•JJ , I hen: i.-. nu need 
10 account for the suppolied quintupli ng of the 
Arab po puliltion iu th ose u rea~ by t947; ~o 

drarnut ic au incn:ase did not take place. II is 
true neverthelcu that during the M11nda to ry 
period the Arab population o f th e ..:oa~Htl area 
of Pa lestine grew fas ter than 11 d id iu o ther 
arccu. Uut lh is f3ct docs nut nece~~ol y pw vc 
a n Ara b immigration into l"'a le)t ine tool.: 
phace . More reasonably it cnn rirms the very 
well-known fact that the co a) tal a rea aur ac:tcd 
Arab villagers from the mountai nous parts (J( 

Palestine who prdetnd the et.:unomic Ol}por
tunitics in the faat ·g.rowins ar~s or Jaffa and 
Haifiil to the mcascr opponunitit:s available iu 
their vill4t&es. 

'lltc t.:OUiiil area had several main 4t ttrac · 
tions for the Arab villastrs . They fo und JObs 
in consuuct ing, and laaer working in , the pon 
of Baifa, th~ Iraq Peuoleum Company rdin· 
cries, the railway workshops, ¥nd th~ na.~1:nt 
Arab industric.~ there . The-y also wok part u1 
I he larae-sct~ le ~.::uhiv•t ion o l the t:ltrtu ~trove~ 

bctwtc:u l-lalri ami Jarf11 amd fnund jull• cull · 
na::tcd with I be shipment of ci11 u~ lt uit:. fr um 
the Jaffa I>Orl . Cont rary to whut Mr. l'iJ)C5 
cb.ims, all tbese dc.vdopmcnu: luad ithnmil 
nothing 10 do with the growth uf the Jewi•h 
Natiorutl l-lome . The main foreiJII factor that 
brou&ht them about wu the Mandatory aov
ernmcot. The Zioflillt settlers h11iJ a. durly 
stated policy acainst usin& Ar4t h labor ot in· 
vellillM jn Arab industria. AI the same lime, 
lhe natural iucreaK in lhe Palc:atinian Arab 
population I referred to ix mach: clear in the 
llatlstical abnracls and quarterly surveys 
pubUW1cd by Lbe Mandatory aovc:rnmcut in the 
~rs followina the l:COJU• of 1911. 

As for the: e11idtncc quoted by Mr . Sauden 
from Rachd Yannait Ocn-Zvi"s remiuiM:euc:c:to, 
it should be cnouah to say Mfli. lkn·Zvi wa• a 
fouudina member or the Greater ls1ad Move · 
me01. Mrs. Ben-:t.vi could hardly be c:J~.po.:ted 

to recall any poaitivc imprL-ssion the Arabs 
mu.dc on her , all the more 50 if nne rcmemben 
that she published her memoirs du!U'I& the: 
1')6(h wl~ . f,ba •. Ureet ... A.r&b"' ''Conflict had 
become intc.uac:. 
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