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·- .M~c;:h .~ peen ~a~~.~ Unite9 ~~ ~f L!,byan -~~der . ~· leaders' to ~lam. Be~een 1972 and 1~80>Qaddafi ~~ to · · loans to help ·reli~ve h~ suffering. Refugees seeking sus~ 
Mu~ gaddafi's seemmgly interventiorust policies: The , - P_ersua~e tbe p.r:estdents of Chad, Togo, Zaire, Gabon, Sterra ·. tenao~ poured mto Nigena, Sudan. and the Cameroon. In 
p~ bas ~ded to vie\'{ the Lib~ leader as a caricature.at · ~ne~ and Rwanda_to adopt Islam. · • · · .• . ~. ' October 1981, President Sbag¢ of Nigeria revived the idea 
best.an~·,a wild.JllaJ..l a~ .• worst,. As, a ·resti_It, mo~t Americans :,...-.!. :J'!l~.,Qad~ re~e has also been accused of sLrtin5 of_ an _OAU force.·-He realized that it was the OAU inaction 
have no sound and Objectiv~ basis on which to evaluate either . ~tion £COU~~~~ the Gambia, ~egal, . _ aliii_ :;earlier which bad led to the appeal to Libya. Despite the proc· 
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approach .!«> "Africa bas been both purpqseful and wide-rang- w'!I' has gone on for over 15 years, long before Qaddafi's arri- . .._ ·.shoring up GUNT. thereby permitting the Libyans to make a 
ing. Under Qaddafi's _leadership, the number· ofL;ibyan-em- val o~ . the ~ene, with at least 11 factions struggling for . respectable exit at President Woddei's request. During their 
bassiesinAfricahasrLsenfrom8to 30. • · ·_ · ~ .. ~ · ·':" · ' ·power. '-Althougb it began as an effort by ~e predoplinantly year in. Chad, the Libyans took heavy casualties while the 

Libya today contributes generously to 'tile ~rgaruzed Musfu:n nomadic northerners to receive their fair share in :, drop in oil prices reduced the flexibility of Libya's budget. 
development bank for Afric~ •. BADEA, ·and to other.muitilat- the . so~thern Christian aild ·indigenous religious-dominated What we can learn from tQis episode about Qaddafi's in· 

· eral, orgailizations like the OPEC Speci.31 Fund, the.:'Arab . regim~. · the struggle grew more c9mplex after the 1975 volvement in Africa is. that the Libyan leader has consis-
Fund for .',l'ecbnical Assis~ce to ~ca. and ~be Islamic De- overthrow of President Tombalbaye. · . . tently displayed a concerri' for-African affairs. He has won the 
velopme~t bank. , · . . · . ·~· . . - . Eventually, the Lagos agreement of August 1979 approved respect of most African leaders. Even those who have been 

Libya· alsO operates a bilateral economic aid program. the formation of the Transitional Government of National : irritated by repeated conversion attempts view him as a pur· 
Among the ~o~tries in which Libya lias set up joint compari· l!~ty <GU!'IT>, with all factions represented. An Organiia- · ·. poseful, firm, sincere, dedicated, and gracious leader. 
ies are Gbana, ,Togo, _Gabon, Mali, S<i~. Guinea, Etbio- tion of African Unity force was supposed to repla~ French In particular, .his ,support for .-liberation movements· 
pia, Cameroon, Btlrt!Jldi, Congq, and Benin. These countries troops to help keep the peace. Libya's Qaddafi personally around the world has shown them that, even though Li_bya is-
vary ideologically and religiously, bOth from each other and supported the new unity. · ·- _ · · · · a small country, it is willing to use its financial resources as 
from Lib:ya, thereby illuStrating the essential pragmatism of .: In April 1980, though, the Chad minister of defense left ' well as words. ~t ~viewed in the US as support for terror· 
the-Libyan ef~ot:t in sub-~an aqd Saharan Africa. Other GUNT and reVived the civil war. When GUNT provea unable .}sm is_ seen by others as a commitment ..to free~o~. • 
~yan __ agreemen!S } .of) 13}~ , ha! e talr~n. the form of ~ defeat_the rebels, President Goukbouni Woddei requested . . It~ doub~ that the OAlJ can accomplish m Chad the 
concess10nal!~· , t . .· ,., · '; • . . : . . .. • •• Liby~rud. Within a ~onth of the appeal of November 1980, . ~ttlem~nt which ~as ~us far eluded the country, but the 
The~· is no.d enying, of c'ourse, that iD both Muslim and · · Libya resjlonded by sending forces into Chad. . . · / ~·. Liby.an invol~ement gave the country a brief respite from the 

nori-Mus~ ~ca._~e}!fuslim cornoonent c~nStituteS a key ·. · .. :. ~ost _Africans viewed Libya's ~linghess to send troops ,: war wh!ch bas since reyi_ved. ~- . 
element .... ~ ... ~bY~ •. re.fatio~)'{ot only has ~bya suppo~ed · as a posttive ~eyelopment. ~yan troops were able to quell · ,_ · · ·; ' ,. · 
Muslim_~~~ ~~d ~.adio b~oad~as~. but It has ~so spon- .the fighting temporarily and to restore some'semblanceof . ·, ' . ·, -·~ - __ 
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Ubya s mterventtons , " , ·''{ ~ ;;.:;;;, 
Lois A. Aroiail writes in· "A different~v}ew- ... 

of Libya's Qaddafi" • [Jan . .., 18) ... ;~bo!Jt_,; 
'"Qaddafi's seeminglY interventio¢st ~p~li- . 
cies" in Africa. She evid.ently UlinJ.tS 'J;Jt>ia n;: 

, has not been · interventiol)ist, ,. mefelY.,.' 
benevolent. But she omitted to mention,~Yttw 

11. i eral ~f Qaddafi's 'actions which ~£!5.~!~~~., 
dernune her argument: · . . ,, .•. ~-.. ... :..:.., "~-. 

· ' • Qaddafi gave v.erbal, monetary and·mllF ~· 
tary support to .some· of tbe continent;s; ~qsl~Jl 
barbaric rulers, inclu~g 1~1 ~~~. {r~~. 
Bedel Boka~.. . , . , ,; , ·., 1 •• .,;..;;1.-., 1~ 
· • • -Libya trained and dispatched the tx:oops , , 
whicb attacked the 'I'unislan town of Gaf~ln- " 

!January, l980."· .. ~ ... "·••'v·~.\1'??.• .~ 
., • Qadd~i aided: movemen~ WJr~g~toJ:! 

· overt~ow ~ existing gortl~~n.~:., in~~wec~~J· 
dozen African countries. • 1. .•. :~~ ' -,,. .. ~~~~ 
... • I.Jbya annexed 7,500 squaie ·miles· ofNi-~
ger,1 a "sJnlilar region 'of ;-Aigeria7~(1<:'~?;~.~ 
square miles of Chad (what is known as~the 
Aozou strip) · in 1976. ~ Ail these. 'areis.'/are::..~·r¥! 
thought to contain uranium. _., __ .. "'* ... 

• ' lo ·,.#:;-
• In Chad, the country Miss Aroian ·dwellS~ 

on, Qaddafi has co~istently used ~s ~~~e£~ 
r weapons. and soldiers to mqnipulate f~tloQ$~i· ? 
l in that country's ciyil war in ~ch a waY,.$0 ,~·.\I' 
1 to extend his own influence, lnten<U,ng<ulti· 1 
i mately to control the country.' H~ tried to an-:(,•' 
' nex Chad. in 1981·, but failed only because he 
~ lacked the necessary resources. But there is 
~ no reason .to assume he has given up. - ·' ._. 
1 Chicago DanieJ:P~pes · 
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