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This failing, however, is least vis-
ible in Buckley’s prose, which has
never been wittier, more pointed,
more charged with electricity than it
is in Overdrive. And it is not in any
case Buckley’s failings that account
for the ridicule which has been
heaped on Overdrive. On the con-
trary: far from being troubled by
doubts about the full authenticity
of Buckley’s celebration of his own
life, the critics seem to have been
offended hy the very fact that he
celebrates it at all. To experience
and express gratitude for one’s bless-
ings may be a virtue in the eyes of
Buckley's Christian faith (and of
Judaism as well), but it is not a
virtue in the eyes of contemporary
American culture, where dissatisfac-
tion with one’s lot is the mandatory
spiritual state and obstreperous
whining the prescribed form of
prayer. It is sinful enough, by the
standards of this perverse pietism,
to be happy, especially if one is
rich, but the sinner should at least
have the decency to shut up about
it and not publish it in Gath.

In this decency Buckley is even
more outrageously lacking than he
is in the correlative political atti-
tudes. Thus at the very end of Over-
drive, dining at home with his
National Review colleagues, Buck-
ley is moved to the following reflec-
tion:

. if there were nothing to com-
plain about, there would be no
post-Adamite mankind. But com-
plaint is profanation in the ab-
sence of gratitude. There is much
to complain about in America,
but that awful keening noise one
unhappily gets so used to makes
no way for the bells, and these
have rung for America, are still
ringing for America, and for this
we are obliged to be grateful. To
be otherwise is wrong reason, and
a poetical invitation to true na-
tional tribulation. I must remem-
ber to pray more often, because
providence has given us the means
to make the struggle, and in this
respect we are singularly blessed
in this country, and in this room.

To my mind, the only “proper re-
sponse” to such a passage is Amen.
But it is not surprising that those
who both make and applaud “that
awful keening noise” should have
been moved instead to curses, con-
tumely, and scorn.

Trashing Sadat

AutuMN OF Fury: THE ASSASSINA-
TION OF SADAT. By MOHAMED
HEeikaL. Random House. 290 pp.
$17.95.

Reviewed by DANIEL PIPES

oHAMED HEIKAL, the renowned
Egyptian journalist, writes on
the first page of Autumn of Fury
that he was “very fond of Sadat as
a man.” The reader might wish to
savor these pleasant words, for they
are the last he will encounter.
Heikal pursues two thoroughly neg-
ative themes in this book: that all
Egypt’s current problems result
from President Anwar Sadat’s mis-
taken policies; and that Sadat’s
assassination in October 1981 fol-
lowed inevitably from his errors.
Heikal condemns every oge of
Sadat’s major policies, including
the expulsion of the Russian ad-
visers in 1972, economic liberaliza-
tion in 1974, and peace with Israel
in 1977. His basic difference with
the President, however, concerns
the aftermath of the war in Octo-
ber 1973. He vehemently disagrees
with Sadat’s strategy of pursuing a
limited war to lay the ground for
permanent peace, arguing that this
missed a great opportunity. Had
Sadat coordinated actions with
Syria, Libya, and the oil states,
the Arabs would have been in a
position to confront Israel. Instead,
Sadat “was not really interested in
exploiting the initial victories of
Egyptian arms, . . . what Sadat
wanted to do as quickly as possible
was to get in touch with the Ameri-
cans and arrange matters with
them.” The result, Heikal con-
tends, was a shift toward the United
States that did Egypt great harm.
But criticism of Sadat’s interna-
tional policy is less damning than
charges relating to domestic affairs.
These, drawn from Heikal’s insider
knowledge of Egyptian politics—he

DaNIeL Pipes, a lecturer in history at
Harvard, lived three years in Egypt
during the Sadat era. His book In the
Path of God: Islam and Political Power
will be published later this month by
Basic Books. He contributed “How Im-
portant Is llla PLO?” to our April
issue.
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claims to have been “closer to
[Sadat] than anyone else . . . for
the first four years of his Presi-
dency”—touch on virtually every
aspect of Sadat’s rule. Sadat ar-
rested the loyal opposition and mis-
handled the growing Islamic and
Coptic movements. He tolerated
corruption among his family and
cronies. He repeatedly took price-
less Egyptian antiquities off display
at the Egyptian Museum and gave
them to foreign friends. Once a
year he personally supervised “a
bonfire in which all papers he
thought would be better forgotten
were destroyed”—papers dealing
with the disbursement of secret
funds and transcriptions of tele-
phone conversations.

These accusations, set out in
great detail, constitute the bulk of
the book. Here, substantiating the
charge that Sadat was self-indulgent
and isolated, is an account of the
President’s daily routine:

He usually woke up late, between
9:00 and 9:30, and on waking

would be given a spoonful of
mixed honey and royal jelly and
a cup of tea. He would read the
papers in bed, paying particular
attention to all the items con-
cerning himself. Then came mas-
sage from his personal masseur,
some physical exercises, and a
bath. This would be followed by
a light breakfast, consisting prob-
ably of a piece of cheese and
some calorie-free toast (all his
cereal requirements were made
from calorie-free flour imported
from Switzerland—even his sweet
pastry kiiafa). Sadat had found
that vodka was a helpful stimu-
lant . . . two or three vodkas
would be taken, so that by 12:00
or 12:30 he was ready for the
day's interviews and appoint-
ments. After a couple of hours
of this he would be complaining
of the burden of business (“They
are killing me with work™) and
would adjourn with a friend for
perhaps some more vodka, fol-
lowed by a light lunch of cold
chicken or meat and salad. At
about 4:30 he would retire to bed
and sleep soundly till 7:00 or
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7:30, when he would wake hun-
gry. A mint tea would be fol-
lowed by dinner, . . . then there
would be talks with some officials
or telephone conversations with
foreign politicians and Cairo edi-
tors. At around 9:00 he would
ask to be given a list of films that
were available (all films . . . were
sent to the President before being
passed to the censor), and by
10:00 he would be watching the
first film in his private cinema.

Most of what Heikal writes in
Autumn of Fury is new and much
of it is damning. But is it true? The
absence of documentation—only a
handful of footnotes and almost no
attributions—makes it impossible
independently to verify Heikal’s as-
sertions. The credibility of Autumn
of Fury depends entirely on the
veracity of the author. Is he candid
about his objectives or does he have
hidden motives? Do his facts match
those in the public record and are
his judgments trustworthy? For
Heikal’s charges to stick, he must

TheLast Jews of Radauti

Text by Ayge Giirsan-Salzmann  Photographs by Laurence Salzmann
| R Introduction by Cornell Capa . -

Today only a little over 200,
mostly elderly Jews live in
Ridauti, a town in Romania,
where before the Holocaust there
was a vital Jewish community of
8000. Their embattled lives as
survivors, eloquently depicted by
the Salzmanns in photos and
text, testify to the tragic plight of
the Jews in Eastern Europe. This
superb portrayal of a vanishing
culture will stand beside the clas-
8 sic photography of Roman Vish-
niak. “A unique record...of great
historical significance”
—Cornell Capa
$24.95 at booksellers
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be above suspicion and his reliabil-
ity must be established.

He fails both tests. The ostensi-
ble purpose of the book is to ex-
plain to Westerners the events
leading up to Sadat’s assassina-
tion. But the real purpose is quite
different; to revive the memory
of Sadat’s predecessor, Gamal Ab-
dul Nasser. Heikal rose to promi-
nence as Nasser’s personal con-
fidant, and for many vyears he
served as the Egyptian govern-
ment’s spokesman. Today, as the
most visible and articulate keeper
of the Nasserist legacy, his abiding
desire is to reinstate Nasser’s repu-
tation and policies.

For this reason, each mention of
Nasser in this book is uncritical—
no, lyrical: “Nasser achieved so
much that he created dreams which
were incapable of achievement.”
Contrary to all evidence, Heikal
celebrates Egypt under Nasser as a
socialist country “in fact as well as
in name.” He overstates success
(claiming the Aswan Dam was
“one of the greatest technological

achievements of the age”) and
breezily dismisses major failures
(“Israel and democracy remained
his stumbling blocks™).

But the key to redeeming Nasser’s
name is to blacken that of his suc-
cessor; every act by Sadat is por-
trayed in the worst possible light.
Heikal implies that the abandon-
ment of Nasser’s policies of social-
ism, neutralism, and pan-Arabism
explains Egypt’s present woes. The
economic opening of Egypt in 1974
ended the effort to build a socialist
economy and paved the way for
maldistribution of income and mas-
sive corruption. The rejection of
neutralism made Egypt a ward of
the U.S., dependent on it for polit-
ical cues and handouts. The em-
phasis on Egyptian nationalism led
to the loss of Arab support, both
economic and political. Because he
is building a case, Heikal neglects
to mention that Egypt is today
less militaristicc more democratic,.
richer, and freer than under Nasser.

‘Where others see greatness, Hei-
kal finds fault. Courage and vision

The Jews
Were Expendable

Free World Diplomacy
and the Holocaust

Monty Noam Penkower

This is the first book to focus on the free world's tragic failure to
respond decisively to the Holocaust. A product of prodigious research,
it examines the foremost issues of Holocaust diplomacy. Penkower
demonstrates that the West's disbelief, indifference, and
anti-Semitism, and, above all, political expediency doomed a
powerless European Jewry to the Nazi program of systematic
destruction. “This is a major work and one upon which all future
studies of the Holocaust will rely.” — Richard Polenberg. $21.95

Order toll free 800 / 638-3030.
Maryland residents phone 301 / 824-7300.
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had no role in Sadat’s decision to
go to Jerusalem in November 1977.
Rather, this was a political maneu-
ver to escape domestic economic
problems, nothing more: “There is
a direct link between the food riots
in January 1977 and the Jerusalem
journey in November.” Similarly,
Sadat’s loyalty to the fallen Shah
of Iran is made to look not noble
but merely foolish (because it alien-
ated the new regime in Teheran).

HEeikarL also fails in the matter of
accuracy. Those much closer to
Sadat than he have categorically de-
nounced this book as unreliable.
Hermann Eilts, U.S. ambassador to
Egypt from 1973 to 1979, says he
found “well over 100 factual errors”
in Autumn of Fury. Husni Mubarak,
Vice President of Egypt through
most of Sadat’s rule (and now Presi-
dent), said the book includes
“events which I myself witnessed.
They are inaccurate and untrue, I
do not wish to mention the events.
I do not like to talk about these
topics. I just want to say that they
contain untrue stories, far from the
truth.”

Even persons not privy to the in-
ner councils of Sadat’s government
can see for themselves the faults of
Autumn of Fury, for it distorts
matters of public record. Some er-
rors are tangential to the argument:
calorie-free flour? Not even the
Swiss can do that. Contrary to
what Heikal reports, the Israelis
have never demanded the expulsion
of the Murabitun militia from
Lebanon “on the grounds that they
represent a threat to Israel’s secur-
ity.” The author contradicts him-
self from one passage to another. -
We read on one page that King
Hassan of Morocco met the Prime
Minister of Israel in April 1977;
but two pages later, in the course of
describing a meeting in September
1977, Heikal says that ‘“King Has-
san had from time to time met Is-
raelis, but never one quite so highly
placed as [Foreign Minister Moshe]
Dayan.”

Major errors abound. In the ac-
count of events leading up to the
Jerusalem trip, Heikal omits the
critical joint U.S.-Soviet statement
of October 1, 1977. How can one
believe his narrative on less-known
matters? He says that Jimmy Carter
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was “of course delighted” by Sadat’s
trip; anyone who watched televi-
sion that day will remember the
President’s dour reaction as he
came out of church. Heikal’s de-
scription of the Camp David ac-
cords is so distorted, the accords are
almost unrecognizable: “Egypt was
bound to supply Israel with two
million tons of oil every year. In
return what had the Israelis con-
ceded? Virtually nothing.” The re-
turn of the Sinai peninsula was
“virtually nothing”’?

FINALLY, on matters of interpreta-
tion, Heikal displays an extreme
political viewpoint. On the one
hand, he dismisses as “an im-
plausible story” documented ac-
counts of Qaddafi's wanting to
assassinate Sadat. On the other
hand, he seriously considers the
notion that the CIA arranged
for Sadat’s assassination, deciding
against this explanation only be-
cause ‘“‘Sadat’s regime was still able
to serve American interests in the
Middle East.” Heikal implies that
Mu‘ammar al-Qaddafi would never
dream of killing Sadat, while Ron-
ald Reagan would do away with him
as soon as he had outlived his
usefulness. This sort of attitude
gives one little confidence in this
author.

Along similar lines, Heikal argues
that “the forces which conspired
against Sadat were just as much a
part of the mainstream in Egyptian
society as were the forces which
overthrew the Shah from the main-
stream in Iran.” Heikal thus equates
a nationwide movement that in-
cluded millions of people with
what he himself calls a conspiracy
of four isolated and violent fanatics,
operating in darkest secrecy. In his
effort to condemn everything associ-
ated with Sadat, Heikal ends up
justifying any force that opposed
him, even his killers.

A polemic written with the sin-
gle-minded purpose of destroying
a man’s reputation cannot be re-
lied upon as biography. Parts of
Autumn of Fury may be true, to
be sure, but how can the reader tell
which ones? Rather than guess mis-
takenly, he would do better to ig-
nore Mohamed Heikal’s angry testi-
mony and await a more solid ac-
count.
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Holding the Center

THE WAR OveR THE FAMILY: CAP-
TURING THE MIDDLE GROUND. By
BriGirTTE BERGER and PETER L.
BERGER. Anchor Press/Doubleday.
252 pp. $14.95.

Reviewed by Rita KRAMER

esPECTERs and defenders of the

much-maligned traditional fam-
ily should take pleasure in this
book. For it is the aim of the so-
ciologists Brigitte and Peter L. Ber-
ger to define here a position for
reasonable people who feel com-
fortable with the extremes of nei-
ther Right nor Left in the current
battle over the role of the family in
American society. They identify
three major camps in the struggle.
One, made up of militant feminists,
homosexual activists, and redistri-
butive egalitarians, calls for radical
change ir: what it perceives as an
obsolete or actually destructive in-
stitution. A second—DMiddle Amer-
icans, members of the business com-
munity, and many religious groups
—takes an old-fashioned “pro-fam-
ily” position. Finally, there are the
professionals and bureaucrats of the
new “knowledge class” who along
with their diagnosis offer their own
cures.

Although the Bergers make no
secret of their own partisanship in
favor of the traditional middle-class
family, they proceed in proper soci-
ological fashion by characterizing
the various ideological positions
taken by the contending camps as
reflecting conflicts between classes
with different values and different
interests to protect. They are par-
ticularly good at revealing the in-
herent paradoxes in some of these
positions. Ever-increasing areas of
publicly-funded social-welfare pro-
grams, for instance, have resulted in
a disenfranchisement of the family
by professionals and government
bureaucrats pledged to protect it.
The family has grown steadily
weaker in precisely the period in
which professionals have been most
involved with it, leading the Ber-
gers “to the awful suspicion that
the professionally prescribed reme-

Rita KRAMER is the author of In De-
fense of the Family (Basic Books).

Indiana University Press takes
pleasure in announcing The
Modem Jewish Experience Series.
Edited by Paula Hyman and
Deborah Dash Moore, it will
explore the historical experience
of the Jews through their soclal,
political, economic, and religious
responses fo the changing
conditions of the modern world.

The Chosen People
in America
A Study in
Jewish Religious Ideology
By Arnold M. Eisen
What does it mean to be a Jew in
America? Arnold M. Eisen analyzes
the attempts of American Jewish
thinkers to adapt the notion of
chosenness to the context of the

new country.
$17.50

Our Gang

Jewish Crime and the
New York Jewish Community,
1900-1940

By Jenna Weissman Joselit
The Lower East Side of New York—
between 1900 and 1940 one of the
largest Jewish communities in the
world—has produced its share of
both saints and sinners. Jenna
Joselit traces the origins, nature,
patterns, location, and impact of
Jewish crime, when it was inextric-
ably bound up with the East Side
community as a whole.

$19.95 cioth  $9.95 paper

From Hester Street
to Hollywood

The Jewish-American
Stage and Screen

Edited by Sarah Blacher Cohen
“From Hester Street
to Hollywood is
wonderful . . . a
superb and much
needed contribu-
tion." —Sidney
Lumet ". . .in-
formative and pro-
vocative . . . . one
of the most exciting
books on the sub-
ject.”

—Library Journal
{Jewish Literature and
Cuiture Series)

$22.50

Available at bookstores, or send $1.50
postage and handling for first book,
50¢ for each additional book,
to order from Publisher.
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